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DOCTORS IN SCHOOLS PROGRAM

NEW STAFF

At this stage last year we were a little over half way through 
“Lockdown 2.0”. A year and several lockdowns later, it feels like 
we live in a world which is in a constant state of change. These 
days I write appointments in my diary with pencil rather than 
pen and am very aware that they may need to be erased at a 
moment’s notice. However, I am also very aware of how much we 
have learnt as a school community over the past year.

Please continue to support your students as you have done so 
admirably throughout this pandemic and remember that our 
Wellbeing and Sub School teams are here to help should you 
need them. Don’t hesitate to reach out to the school should you 
believe that you child needs support to enable them to thrive in 
the current circumstances.

Pupil Free Day - August 23
Swan Hill College currently has a Curriculum Day set for Monday, 
August 23rd. At this stage we are still planning on moving forward 
with this day which will be our first curriculum day in some time.

“The Princess and the Swineherd” 
Congratulations to Ashleigh Smith, Sharrelle Lahy and everyone 
else who has contributed to the school production this year. The 
students in the cast have not only had to deal with the pressure 
of learning lines but also the uncertainty of “will we or won’t we 
perform”. Unfortunately, the cast only had the opportunity to 
perform to a live audience once. The musical will be filmed and 
released in digital format shortly.

Andrew Sartori - Principal

Swan Hill College would like to welcome the following 
staff to our school community:

James Hinton Maths/Science/General Studies
Michele Minogue MYLENS – Numeracy teacher
Nicole Ward Classroom Assistant 
Toni Bolton Mental Health Practitioner
Hugh Broad Chaplain

l-r: Michele, James, Nicole, Toni and Hugh (inset)

Swan Hill College is very fortunate to run a Doctor in School program.  In addition to 
having a doctor and nurse onsite, we are also lucky enough to have the assistance of 
student doctors over the next few months. 

Pictured (l-r) are Dr Ben (student doctor), Dr Viraj and Nurse Hollie who will be at 
school every Friday from 9am. Appointments can be made via Swan Hill Primary 
Health Medical Centre on 5033 9900. Mention the “Doctor in Schools program” 
when making the booking or alternatively contact the school’s wellbeing staff for 
assistance. Appointments are free. Up to date Medicare details need to be provided 
at the time of the appointment. 

What can you see the doctor about? Anything, but common consultations are 
around: sexual health, contraception, eating disorders, mental health care plans and 
referrals to psychologists, prescriptions, immunisation assistance and allied health 
and radiology referrals. The doctor can also liaise with Swan Hill District Health, 
headspace and other local organisations for their clients.

As parents it is often time consuming making appointments for your children, picking them up from school, waiting for the 
appointment and returning them back to school. This service means that your child can discreetly be seen by a doctor at school 
without any need to leave the campus. Parents are welcome to attend appointments with their child. 

 OPEROO
As previously communicated, the College is moving to this 
platform which will enable the school to have an almost 
paperless system for our permission slips. No longer will 
you have to delve into the depths of your children’s school 
bags looking for a crumpled form which you need to sign 
and then hope that it is returned to the correct place by your 
child. Operoo will simply send you an email, you click on a 
link, sign the form and it is automatically lodged with the 
correct person. By now, you should have received an email 
requesting that you log in and update your child’s profile.

On August 20th, we will begin using Operoo for all 
permission forms and communication relating to excursions, 
sports days, etc. If you have not yet activated your Operoo 
account, please do so to ensure your child does not miss 
any upcoming excursions. If you have misplaced your logon 
credentials, please email us at operoo@shc.vic.edu.au

SWAN HILL COLLEGE 
CALENDAR 2021
August 23 PUPIL FREE DAY 

September 17 Last day of term 3. 2:15pm finish

October 4-5 Practice exams are planned for the first 
two days of term 4 on Oct 4 & 5

 HOMEWORK PROGRAM
Every Wednesday from 3.30-4.30pm we run a Homework Program from the school library. 
All students are welcome to attend with many teachers in attendance to offer additional 
support. Students can also pre-arrange to meet a teacher in the library for extra assistance. 

This is a great resource as it allows extra academic support to students, enables them 
to extend themselves or catch up on any work missed. The beauty of this program also 
is that it allows students to reach out to a variety of teachers for differing opinions and 
advice in their subjects, often learning a variety of ways to problem solve independently. 
Wellbeing, tutoring and ES staff are also in attendance to offer any additional help that 
may be needed.

The College provides after school snacks during this program. Students are not required 
to book in to attend but must sign in and out. We are looking forward to seeing more 
students in attendance.

 2022 SUBJECT SELECTION PROCESS
Subject selection for current Year 8 students begins on 
Monday 16th of August. Careers staff will be coming into 
class to assist students to select their subjects for Year 9 in 
2022.

All subject selection changes close on Friday 20th of August 
at 3.00pm. Timetable construction is the next step in the 
process. Please contact the Careers Office if you have any 
questions via careers@shc.vic.edu.au 

PRINCIPAL’S REPORT

 10,000 STEP CHALLENGE
Throughout lockdown five the PE/Health Department set a challenge to students to remain active, and achieve 10,000 steps 
per day. Students were to record their steps on a watch, fitness tracker or device and then provide evidence by sending through 
a photo or screenshot to their PE/Health teacher. Each submission went into the draw to win a $20 Swan Hill Gift Card. There 
were six gift cards up for grabs, one for each year level. Unfortunately, there were no Year 12 entries.

The following students are recipients of a $20 Swan Hill Gift Card:

Year 7
Ben Rogers

Year 8
Darcy Butler

Year 9
Ethan Coe

Year 10
Millie Hatcher

Year 11
Ruby King

Gemma and Mr McGregor at 
the homework program.


