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Junior School Curriculum - Model 
Disciplines Year 7 Year 8 

English 
General Studies 

(English and Humanities) 
English 

Humanities 
Humanities 
(Geography, History and Economics) 

Mathematics Mathematics Mathematics 

Arts Visual Art  
Performing Arts - Drama 

Visual Art 
Performing Arts - Music 

Health & PE Health and 
Physical Education 

Health and 
Physical Education 

Science Science Science 

Technology Integrated Technology 
Food Technology 

Integrated Technology 
Food Technology 

Languages Indonesian Indonesian 

STEAM STEAM (Science, Technology, 
Engineering, Arts, Maths) 

STEAM (Science, Technology, 
Engineering, Arts, Maths) 

Introduction 
Years 7 and 8 are a time of transition and change. This is a critical period for young people as it is an important 
phase of learning. Swan Hill College is sensitive to these needs and has implemented, in conjunction with our feeder 
primary schools, innovative programs from Years 5 to 8. All students are assessed throughout the semester via 
assessment tasks. Maths also has a fortnightly individualised test process. 

 
Year 7 
Year 7’s study English/Humanities, Maths, Science, Health and Physical Education, Languages, STEAM (Science, 
Technology, Engineering, Arts, Maths), Art, Performing Arts, Food and Technology. Some of these subjects are 
studied for the year and some are semester based. 

 
Year 8 
Year 8’s study English/Humanities, Maths, Science, Health and Physical Education, Languages, STEAM (Science, 
Technology, Engineering, Arts, Maths), Art, Performing Arts, Food and Technology. Some of these subjects are 
studied for the year and some are semester based. 

 
The College aims to provide students with: 
 A stimulating and challenging environment that enables students to experience success and achieve 

significant learning outcomes,
 A supported transition from primary to secondary,
 Literacy and numeracy teaching that is fundamental to all and across all key learning areas,
 Curriculum that is engaging and delivered through a variety of approaches including integrated themes, table 

teams, negotiated tasks and independent learning,
 A focus on developing problem solving and thinking processes,
 Skill development for adolescence,
 Leadership programs;
 Access to a wide range of computer and other technological learning aids.

Years 7 & 8 



Year 7

Year 7 General Studies

English: Students are encouraged to speak and listen in a variety of situations, to express their opinions and 
communicate information clearly. They also read and study a variety of texts, including novels, short stories, 
poetry, films and the media, and respond to them both orally and in writing. Skills necessary for accurate and 
fluent writing are focused on, with planning and drafting emphasised, while computer technologies are used to 
enhance learning. 

Humanities: This subject includes the study of History, Civics and Citizenship, Geography and Economics 
presented as integrated units of work. Students are encouraged to develop and use research strategies to 
complete assessments. 

Areas Studied: 
● Civics and Citizenship
● Mapping Cartography
● Ancient Societies
● Economics and Business



Year 7 Mathematics

In Years 7 and 8, the focus in mathematics is on building a solid foundation of mathematics skills and 
understanding. On a two-week cycle, students complete individualised Maths Pathway modules, with targeted 
Mini Lessons delivered by teachers to promote mastery learning of concepts. Whole class Rich Tasks and 
Problem-Solving Tasks are aimed at developing students’ mathematical reasoning and fluency.

Students receive feedback on their learning by completing a Maths Pathway test every two weeks, based on 
the work they have completed in class. They also undertake several extended tasks per semester, which 
assess focus topics across number, algebra, geometry, chance, statistics and data.

In addition, students in Years 7 and 8 participate in the Scaffolding Literacy in the Middle Years (SNMY) or 
“Sunshine Maths” program for one period per week, which aims to build each individual student’s skills in 
shifting their additive thinking to multiplicative thinking.

Year 7 Visual Art

This subject is designed to allow students to experience and develop skills, ideas and knowledge in a variety of Art, 
Design and Media learning activities. 

Areas Studied: 
● Graphics 
● Painting 
● Sketching 
● Sculpture/photography 
● Digital Art 
● Printmaking 

Special Requirements: Students are required to provide a A3 visual diary, ruler, grey lead, coloured pencils, 
sharpener and an eraser.



Year 7 Drama

In Year 7 Drama the students will work independently and collaboratively. They will further develop their playmaking 
skills to research, plan, design, create, improvise, evaluate and refine various drama works. They will explore themes 
and issues from a variety of sources such as text, their experiences, other cultures, theatre styles and the world 
around them. Students will build on their expressive skills and their knowledge of stagecraft areas. Evaluating their 
expressive skills and the skills of others will also be explored. 

Expressive skills: Voice, movement, gestures and facial expressions 

Theatre styles and conventions: Mime, Melodrama, Asian and Aboriginal Theatre 

Playmaking skills: Improvisation, brainstorming, researching, script writing 

Performance skills: Students will devise a performance to perform to peers

Year 7 Health and Physical Education

This subject allows students to participate in a variety of sporting activities with the aim of promoting enjoyment of 
physical activity, developing a knowledge and understanding of these sports and activities, fair play and improving 
health and fitness. 

Areas Studied: 
● Concepts of health and wellbeing including: healthy lifestyle choices, sun and water safety, the human body, 
alcohol and nutrition
● Individual practical and participation skills 
● Bats and Racquets Sports 
● Individual and Team sports 

Special Requirements: School sport uniform, display folder, writing book.



Year 7 Science

In Science, students develop an understanding of important scientific concepts and processes, the practices used to develop 
scientific knowledge, the contribution of science to our culture and society, and its applications in our lives. At Year 7, the focus 
is on introducing students to working in a science laboratory, carrying out experiments and reporting on findings. Students learn 
how to describe natural phenomena through a scientific lens and investigate the role of science in our daily lives. 

Topics Include: 
● Being a scientist 
● Solids, liquids and gases 
● Mixtures 
● Earth’s resources 
● Sound and senses 
● Habitats 
● Classification 
● Forces 
● Machines 
● Earth in space 

Year 7 Integrated Technology Woodwork

Technology Studies in Year 7 is an integrated course that enables students to explore various materials to produce 
models from wood and other materials. They also develop skills in creating and communicating ideas and solving 
complex and varied problems. 

Areas Studied: 

● Investigate social and environmental impacts of using particular materials in products. 
● Develop and implement design ideas to make practical tasks. 
● Use various equipment and processes to construct these projects 

Associated cost: Materials Approximately $35



Year 7 Food Technology

This course is an introduction to Food Technology. Learning of safety and hygiene, food equipment and utensils is 
enhanced through practical food preparation. Factors influencing food choice and associated nutrition is also 
covered. 

Areas Studied: 
● Food safety and hygiene 
● Measuring ingredients 
● Understanding a recipe and use of equipment 
● Introduction of the Australian Guide to Healthy 
● Eating 
● Basic cooking methods 
● The design process (design briefs)

Year 7 Indonesian

Year 7 Indonesian introduces students to the basic culture and language of our nearest neighbour. As well as 
learning how to talk about themselves and ask questions of others, students will gain an understanding of some of 
the similarities between Indonesians and Australians through interactive and fun activities. 

Areas Studied:

● Greetings and introductions 
● Geography of Indonesia 
● Numbers, colours
● In the classroom



Year 7 STEAM

In Year 7, students have 2 lessons of STEAM per week for one semester. This course introduces students to the 
design process by examining how real-life problems are solved by people working in Science, Technology, 
Engineering, Arts and Mathematics. They use their critical and creative thinking skills to research, brainstorm, design 
and build solutions to real-life problems, testing out their designs and making them better.

They develop their confidence in using digital technology to aid in design of solutions and to communicate the design, 
building, testing, and evaluation process.

Topics:
● Working in STEAM
● Australian Inventions Research Project
● Camping Trip Survival Project
● Design Task

Year 8



Year 8 English

English: 

Students are encouraged to speak and listen in a variety 
of situations, to express their opinions and communicate 
information clearly. They also read and study a variety of 
texts, including novels, short stories, poetry, films and the 
media, and respond to them both orally and in writing. 
Skills necessary for accurate and fluent writing are 
focused on, with planning and drafting emphasised, while 
computer technologies are used to enhance learning. 

Year 8 Humanities

Humanities: 

This subject includes the study of History, Civics and 
Citizenship, Geography and Economics presented as 
integrated units of work. Students are encouraged to 
develop and use research strategies to complete 
assessments. 

Areas Studied: 
● Asia Pacific studies 
● Vikings, Medieval and Polynesian Society 
● Production practices, employment and the Chinese 
economy 
● Law, leadership and levels of government



Year 8 Mathematics

In Years 7 and 8, the focus in mathematics is on building a solid foundation of mathematics skills and understanding. 
On a two-week cycle, students complete individualised Maths Pathway modules, with targeted Mini Lessons 
delivered by teachers to promote mastery learning of concepts. Whole class Rich Tasks and Problem-Solving Tasks 
are aimed at developing students’ mathematical reasoning and fluency.

Students receive feedback on their learning by completing a Maths Pathway test every two weeks, based on the 
work they have completed in class. They also undertake several extended tasks per semester, which assess focus 
topics across number, algebra, geometry, chance, statistics and data.

In addition, students in Years 7 and 8 participate in the Scaffolding Literacy in the Middle Years (SNMY) or “Sunshine 
Maths” program for one period per week, which aims to build each individual student’s skills in shifting their additive 
thinking to multiplicative thinking.

Year 8 Visual Art

This subject encourages further development of artistic skills explored in Year 7. 

Students explore a range of topics and media to develop and extend visual art, media and visual 
communication and design skills and techniques. 

Areas Studied: 
● Water colour 
● Digital Art 
● Computer design 
● Perspective drawing 
● Portraiture 
● Graphic design 
● 3D Art including, ceramics, screen printing and stencilling 

Special Requirements: Students are required to provide a A3 visual diary, ruler, grey lead, coloured 
pencils, sharpener and an eraser and netbook.



Year 8 Music

Students are introduced to the area of Music. A basic understanding of music theory is covered and students are 
provided with opportunities for both performance and music composition. 

Areas Studied: 

● Rhythm 
● Pitch 
● Form and Structure 
● Notation 
● Listening 
● Performance Preparation 
● Genre and Style

Year 8 Health and Physical Education  

Subject Description: 

This subject allows students to participate in a variety of sporting activities with the aim of promoting enjoyment of physical 
activity, developing a knowledge and understanding of these sports and activities, fair play and improving health and fitness. 

Areas Studied: 

● Health concepts with a focus on making healthy 
● Lifestyle choices. Topics include: the human body, drugs and decision making and nutrition.
● Individual skills 
● Bats and racquets 
● Team sports 

Special Requirements: 
School sports uniform. 

Associated costs: 

Entry fees to pool or other specialised sporting facility.



Year 8 Science

In Science, students develop an understanding of important scientific concepts and processes, the practices used to 
develop scientific knowledge, the contribution of science to our culture and society, and its applications in our lives. At 
Year 8, the focus is on building upon areas introduced at Year 7, further developing laboratory, research and 
analytical skills. Students learn how to explain natural phenomena using scientific understanding and extend their 
understanding of scientific theories and ideas. 

Topics Include: 
● Elements, compounds and mixtures 
● Light 
● Cells 
● Chemical change 
● Energy 
● Body systems 
● Geology 

Year 8 Integrated Technology Wood

Technology Studies in Year 8 is an integrated course that enables students to explore various technologies to 
produce models from wood and other materials. Students also develop skills in creating and communicating ideas 
and solving complex and varied problems. 

Areas Studied: 

● Investigate social and environmental impacts of 
● Using particular materials in products 
● Develop and implement design ideas to make practical tasks 

Approximate associated costs: 

Materials $35



Year 8 Food

Students’ knowledge of food is enhanced through making food from a variety of cultures. Influences on food habits 
and evaluation using the Australian Guide to Healthy Eating is addressed. 

Areas Studied: 

● Food safety and hygiene 
● Understanding recipes 
● Food preparation and processing skills 
● Food influences from a variety of cultures 
● The design process (design briefs) 

Approximate associated costs: 
Materials $80 
Workbook $10

Year 8 Indonesian

In Year 8 students will build on their existing knowledge of Indonesian language and culture, and begin to appreciate 
the cultural diversity of Indonesia by studying more specific topics. Students will have the opportunity to study an 
area of culture that interests them. They will begin constructing longer sentences in Indonesian on topics they are 
familiar with. 

Areas Studied: 

● Food and cooking 
● Animals and environment 
● Endangered animals 
● Getting around Indonesia



Year 8 STEAM

In Year 8, students have 2 lessons of STEAM per week for one semester. This course continues student’s 
exploration of the design process by undertaking interest-based design projects that are based on real-life problems 
that are solved by the use of skills taken from the fields of Science, Technology, Engineering, Arts and Mathematics. 
Students use their critical and creative thinking skills to research, brainstorm, design and build solutions and critically 
evaluate the interest-based problems and solutions. 

Students develop their confidence in using digital technology while communicating their designs, building, testing, 
and evaluating their solutions.

● Topics:
● Scaled Model Project
● Design Task
● The Interactive Kiosk Project
● An introduction to Digital Technology



 

 

 
Pathways Planning Tool for Year 9 

Please use the Planning Tool document at the start of the Year 9 section to assist in 
making decisions about future pathways. 

 
 

Year 9 Curriculum Model 

Compulsory Subjects Elective 
Subjects 

 

Year 9 
Semester 1 

 
 

English 

 
General 

Mathematics 
or 

Maths Methods 

 
 

Science 

One 
Physical 

Education 
subject in one 

semester 
 

and 
 

The Making of the 
Modern World 

in one semester 

 
 
 
 

Select 4 semester 
length subjects  

 
Year 9 
Semester 2 

 

 
English 

 
General 

Mathematics 
or 

Maths Methods 

 

 
Science 

 
 
 

Introduction 
In Year 9 we value students being able to realise their potential by promoting an ongoing commitment to learning. 
We have in place a structure that provides a responsive curriculum that challenges and motivates. Our goal is to 
provide a flexible approach to curriculum delivery with opportunities for negotiated content and student centered 
work programs. There is emphasis on practical and experiential learning while incorporating continued academic 
skill development. Each subject is assessed throughout the semester via assessment tasks. 

 
Subject Selection Criteria 
Students will: 

 Study English, Mathematics and Science for the year. 

 While students will study English, English electives are available to those seeking support or opportunities to 
enhance skills further. 

 Study one semester of Physical Education. 

 Study one semester of The Making of the Modern World (History). 

 Choose four subjects from the selection of semester length electives. 

 Consider the suggested learning pathways when selecting subjects. 
 
 
 
 
 

Year 9 



 

 

 

Pathways Planning Tool Years 9 
 

Pathways planning is an ongoing process that aims to give students a range of opportunities as 
they progress through school. Student choices for Year 9 should aim to give them experiences 
of interest to help them to enjoy school, but also have enough variety that it does not limit 
opportunities in later year levels. Students at this stage may not yet have career goals in mind, 
and goals they have may change with experiences they have over coming years. 
 
 
Compulsory Subjects 

 English (full year) 
 Mathematics (full year) 
 Science (full year) 
 The Making of the Modern World (semester) 

 
Select one PE subject (semester) 
 
 
 

Electives 

1. 

 

2. 

 

3. 

 

4.  

 

 

Reserves 
1. 

 

2. 

 

 
 
 



 

 

ENGLISH 

Compulsory  

English………………………………….…………...  

Electives  

Power of the Pen ………….………………….……  

Languages: Indonesian... ....................................  

MATHEMATICS 

Compulsory  

General Mathematics ..........................................  

OR  

Maths Methods …….………….…………..………  

ARTS 

Design and Creative Practice…..……….............  

Media ….……………………………………………  

Drama……………………………………………… 

Music Performance...…………….………………. 

 

HEALTH AND PHYSICAL EDUCATION 

Advanced Physical Activity …………….……...…  

Health & Physical Education……………………... 

Rec Ed ………………………………...…………... 

 

SCIENCE 

Science (Compulsory)……………………………..  

Advanced Science (Elective)……………………..  

HUMANITIES 

Business, Finance and Legal Studies (Elective)..  

The Making of the Modern World (Compulsory)..  

TECHNOLOGY 

Automotive …………………………………………  

 Pathway Passion………………………………….  

Furniture Design and Construction ………..…….  

Fabulous Technology ….………..…………...….  

Metals and Manufacturing ……………...……….  

Cakes and Pastries ………..……………..……….  

Catering …………………………………………….  

INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY 

Digital Technology ……...........…………………...  

Year 9 Subjects 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Year 9 English

This year long compulsory subject provides varied opportunities for students to further develop skills and confidence 
in writing, reading and viewing, and speaking and listening. Throughout the year, students will study a number of 
themes. Through the study of these themes students gain a critical awareness of how language can be manipulated 
to suit a variety of purposes, audiences and situations. The study of a variety of texts: novels, short stories, digital 
literacy (blogs/websites), and film are core elements of the course. They learn how language works and how to use it 
effectively in preparation for Senior studies, and for active and effective participation in the wider community. 

Areas Studied: 
● Study of newspapers and issues 
● Oral Presentations 
● Study of texts, such as novels, short stories, narratives, digital literacy (blogs/websites) and film. 
● Writing for specific purposes and audiences, such as persuasive and informative pieces, analytical and 
comparative essays, and blogs.

Year 9 Power of the Pen

Subject Description: 

Please note, this subject is an elective. People are often compelled to put pen to paper. Power of the Pen is designed 
to extend students’ writing skills through creative and personal writing. Students will be given opportunities to explore 
ways to develop pieces in a variety of forms such as short stories, narratives, magazine and newspaper articles. The 
amazing richness of the English language is the focus. Students will be taught how to write from the planning process 
through to the final copy. Students gain a critical awareness of how language can be manipulated to suit a variety of 
purposes, audiences and situations. 

A writing competition, “Master Writer” also provides a fun way to develop skills in a supportive environment. 

For further advice: Janet McCutcheon



Year 9 Indonesian

Subject Description: 

Learning Indonesian isn’t just about speaking another language. It allows students to understand other cultures while 
learning about the traditions and society of our nearest neighbour. Students will build on their knowledge from Year 7 
and 8 to be able to effectively speak, read, and write in Indonesian, with a focus on expressing themselves and their 
opinions. Students who choose the subject will participate in a range of interactive experiences such as excursions, 
building models, and performances. 

Topic areas:

● Travelling around the country 
● Hobbies and sport 
● Family and friends

For further advice: Debbie Pillai, Sarah Sutton

Year 9 General Mathematics

In Year 9, the focus in Mathematics is to build upon mathematical ideas, knowledge, and skills that students will draw 
on in their personal and work lives. General Mathematics is primarily targeted at students intending to undertake 
Foundation Maths or Further Maths at VCE level. 

On a two-week cycle, students complete individualised Maths Pathway modules, with targeted Mini Lessons 
delivered by teachers to promote mastery learning of concepts. Whole class Rich Tasks and Problem-Solving Tasks 
are aimed at developing students’ mathematical reasoning and fluency. 

Students receive feedback on their learning by completing a Maths Pathway test every two weeks, based on the 
work they have completed in class. They also undertake several extended tasks per semester, which assess focus 
topics across number, algebra, geometry, chance, statistics and data. 



Year 9 Mathematical Methods
This subject aims to further extend students’ mathematical knowledge and skills that they will draw on in more advanced 
mathematics study. It is primarily targeted at students intending to undertake Math Methods or Specialist Maths at VCE 
level. Students follow the same sequence of topics as Year 9 General Mathematics, however they examine these in 
greater depth, particularly focusing on algebra, functions and graphing to prepare them for later, more advanced topics. 

On a two-week cycle, students complete individualised Maths Pathway modules, with targeted Mini Lessons delivered by 
teachers to promote mastery learning of concepts. Whole class Rich Tasks and Problem-Solving Tasks are aimed at 
developing students’ mathematical reasoning and fluency. 

Students receive feedback on their learning by completing a Maths Pathway test every two weeks, based on the work 
they have completed in class. They also undertake several extended tasks per semester, which assess focus topics 
across number, algebra, geometry, chance, statistics and data. 
For Further Advice: Hope Henley or James Hinton 

Year 9 Design and Creative Practice

Subject Description: 

This course is designed to develop students’ skills in drawing, painting, printmaking and sculpture. Students will 
develop skills in exploring and responding to a variety of art works and practices. 

Areas Studied: 

● Painting: acrylic, water colour 
● Drawing: pencil, pastel, ink and charcoal 
● Printing: dry-point etching 
● Digital Art/Photography 
● Sculpture/Ceramics 
● Appreciation of selected artwork and art movements
● Research study of two artists and their working methods



Year 9 Media

Subject Description: 

This study focuses on the exploration of photographic and film making practises and techniques. Students will learn 
key conventions of photography and film. Students will gain a good working knowledge of Adobe Photoshop and film 
editing software. 

Areas Studied: 
● Introduction to Adobe Photoshop functions and effects 
● Capturing images using digital cameras - Digital camera functions 
● Digital Photography and Enhancement - Personal Portfolio presentation 
● Video and animation 

Special Requirements: 
● 4GB memory stick, print credit and an A4 presentation folio.

For further advice: Tony Whiting

Year 9 Drama

Subject Description: 
In year 9 Drama students develop more sophisticated approaches to making and responding to drama 
independently, in small groups, and with their teachers and communities. They continue to explore drama as an art 
form through improvisation, scripted drama, rehearsal and performance. 
Areas Studied: 
● Improvise with the elements of drama and narrative structure to develop ideas,
● Analyse a range of drama from contemporary and past times
● Evaluate how the elements of drama convey meaning
● Perform devised and scripted drama
● Practise and refine the expressive capacity of voice and movement
● Structure drama to engage an audience
● Manipulate combinations of the elements of drama to develop and convey

For further advice see: Sharrelle Lahy, Kristen Le Gassick



Year 9 Music Performance

Subject Description: 

In this Music elective you will learn how to perform music from a range of styles, both solo and as a member of a 
class ensemble. You will learn about the elements of music and listen to music from a range of styles. Students are 
exposed to practical music and performance opportunities designed to support the development of your 
musicianship, technique and stagecraft. Students do not need any prior music experience. 
Areas Studied: 
● Performance skills
● Elements of music
● Notating and reading music
● Different genres and cultures of music
● Composing music in different genres
● Analysing music from different genres
● Using technology to notate musical ideas and communicate ideas.
● Plan, develop and notate compositions

For further advice see: Jessica Richardson

Year 9 Advanced Physical Education

Subject Description: 

This subject is intended to provide a lead into Year 10 Advanced Sport Science, and give a snap shot of VCE 
Physical Education. 
Topics covered aim to assist students in the transition to these classes. 
● Skeletal and Muscular Systems 
● Body systems and responses to physical activity
● Energy for exercise 
● Training methods, fitness components and preparation for sports and exercise.
Special Requirements: School PE uniform. 
Associated costs: Entry fees to pool or other specialised sporting facility. 

For further advice: James Downing.



Year 9 Health and Physical Education

This subject is a continuation from Year 8 PE. It is a typical PE subject with a balance of practical and theory lessons, 
where we explores health and wellbeing physically, mentally, socially and emotionally. Practical lessons focus on 
continuing to develop skill level, while promoting and maintaining regular participation in physical activity. 

Areas Studied: 

● Identity 
● Relationships 
● Adversity 
● Fitness 

Body systems Special Requirements: School sport 
uniform. 

Associated costs: Entry fees to pool or other specialised 
sporting facility. 

Subjects to do Next: Physical Education 

For further advice: Stuart McGregor

Year 9 Rec Ed

Subject Description: 
● This subject is intended to provide a lead into Unit 1 & 2 (VCE) VET Sport & Recreation 
● It has a large focus on planning and organization, and factors linked to participation in physical activity 
● Sports and activities undertaken are a combination of competitive and recreational activities, with the intention to 
prepare students to lead, as well as experience various types of activities and settings 
Topics covered include: 
● Physically active lifestyles 
● Safety in sport 
● Sports Marketing in the media 
● Sports coaching 
Consider selecting this subject if:

Subjects to do Next: VET Sport and Recreation For further advice: Whitney Kennedy



Year 9 Science 

Subject Description: 
At Year 9, the focus in Science is on applying the scientific process to more deeply investigate phenomena and 
ideas. Students further develop laboratory, research and analytical skills, designing their own investigations to 
answer scientific questions. Students learn how to apply scientific models of phenomena to explain the functioning of 
the real world and they examine the interplay between scientific understanding and society. 

Areas Studied: 
● Microbes and disease 
● Atoms and radiation 
● Electricity 
● Body coordination 
● Plate tectonics 
● Ecosystems 
● Chemical reactions 

Subjects to do Next: 10 Science A 

Year 9 Advanced Science – The Art of Science

Subject Description: 
This is a semester long subject that introduces students to how people, patterns and technology have been used to 
illustrate the different ways in which science ideas are communicated. Through student designed investigations, 
research and group work, students extend their knowledge of the world of science. 

Areas Studied: 
● Science communication – Getting the message across 
● Organic chemistry – The wonderful world of carbon 
● Fuels – Recharging the body 
● Periodic table trends and chemical reactions 
● Electromagnetic radiation and electromagnets – Wi-Fi? Who, what and why! 
● Conservation of energy 

Subjects to do Next: 10 Science A, 10 Science B 

Further Advice: Lee Tompsett 



Year 9 Business, Finance and Legal

Subject Description: 

This course is designed to introduce students to the basic fundamentals of Business Management and Economics, 
Legal Studies and Accounting. On completion of this course, students will have a basic understanding of these three 
subject areas. 

Areas Studied: 
● The Australian Economy and our impact 
● Economic issues and Australia’s place in Asia 
● Business characteristics and innovations
● The changing work environment and protecting workers
● Managing and minimising financial risks and rewards 
● Business, money and you
● Government, democracy and the citizen
● Australia’s Legal and Court system
● Civil and Criminal Law.

For further advice: Kara Lierich

Year 9 The Making of the Modern World

Subject Description: 

This subject looks at the emergence of the modern world from 1750 to 1918, and the changes this brought to the way 
people lived, worked and thought. 

Areas Studied: 
● The Industrial Revolution and how the coming of machines affected both people and the natural environment 
● How colonisation and imperialism has shaped the modern world 
● The British colonisation of Australia and the impact this had on indigenous people 
● The factors leading to Australia’s decision to join as a Federation 
● The causes and impacts of World War One, ‘the war to end all wars’, with a particular emphasis on Australia 

For further advice: Thomas Domaille



Year 9 Automotive

Subject Description: 

Students will develop an understanding how engines operate, 4 and 2 stroke systems. Students will learn how the 
fuel and ignition works. They will demonstrate their level of learning by rebuilding a small single cylinder engine whilst 
using correct tools and terminology. 

Areas Studied: 
Disassemble and assemble single cylinder engines 
Correctly clean all internal and external components 
Learn what affect engine wear has on engines and how to measure it 
Check and repair damage and check engine components 

Subjects to do Next: VET Automotive 

Associated costs: Materials $30 

For further advice see: Integrated Technology staff

Year 9 Pathway Passion

Subject Description
If money wasn’t a concern, what would your dream job be? Tinker, Tailor, Soldier, Spy? To help you answer this 
question come and explore the Wide World of Work that is just outside your door. On this journey we will look at what 
interests you, how you can build pathways and acquire skills, to investigate and manage your career pathway 
through school and beyond. This elective is open to Year 9 AND Year 10 students.

Topics:
 Who are you?
 Getting ready for work

o Resume
o Work ready skills
o Safe@work, OHS
o Interview skills

 Managing your money
o Budgeting – short term/long term

 Planning a pathway
 Subject selection options – What is VET, SBAT’s,

apprenticeships, traineeships?

Activities:
 Workplace visits
 Guest speakers
 Work experience placement (must be 15)
Assessment:
 Building a resume
 Job application
 Mock interview

For further advice: See Lee Tompsett



Year 9 Furniture Design and Construction

Subject Description: Students will be exposed to the different aspects of furniture design and fabrication 
techniques. They will learn to appreciate the practical and aesthetic use of timber and how this natural and renewable 
resource can be constructed to produce a beautiful piece of furniture. Students will also learn the characteristics of 
different timbers when selecting their piece of furniture. They will learn to research, design, cost, produce and 
evaluate their piece of furniture. 

Areas Studied: Research techniques, Perspective drawing using correct techniques, Basic furniture design, 
Construction of joints, Lathe work (optional), Timber properties, Timber finishes 

Assessment: Folio of practical models. 

Subjects to do Next: Year 10 Furniture VET Furniture Associated costs:Materials $80 

For further advice: see Integrated Technology staff

Year 9 Fabulous Technology

Subject Description: Fabulous Technology has an early and strong focus on the design folio. Concepts and product 
design options are researched and discussed using a range of techniques to develop viable solutions. Students then 
learn to apply design practices via perspective drawing. Students will then be able to design and produce their own 
model based around basic furnishing principles.

Areas Studied: 

Design Folio: understanding the process of designing a product, methods of communication, drawing techniques.

Models include; coffee table, bedside table, swivel mirror or jewellery box. All of these products allow the students to 
apply appropriate, efficient and safe methods of working with materials, tools, equipment and machines.

Subjects to do Next: Fabulous Technology VET Furniture 

Associated costs: Materials $80 

For further advice: Daniel Bolton



Year 9 Metals and Manufacturing

Subject Description: 

This subject is designed to develop a student’s knowledge in various metal materials. They will join and fabricate 
metals to produce a variety of small projects. Students will learn to measure, mark out and join metals using a variety 
of techniques. 

Areas Studied: Various metal joining methods, Gas metal arc welding and manual metal arc welding, Cutting 
methods of oxy/acetylene, Fabrication methods of metals Basic drawing techniques for use in production of metal 
plans for fabrication Evaluation of process and skills obtained Assessment: Folio of practical models. 

Subjects to do Next: Year 10 Metals VET Engineering 

Associated costs: Materials $80 For 

Further Advice: see Integrated Technology staff

Year 9 Cakes and Pastries

Subject Description: 

The focus of this subject is on the different processes and ingredients used in a variety of baked products. Students 
will prepare and produce various sweet and savoury dishes on a weekly basis. Students will gain an understanding 
about the purpose of individual ingredients in selected products. 

Areas Studied: Health and safety in and around the kitchen, Recipe interpretation and modification, The role of 
important ingredients in baked products, Different pastry types and uses in dishes, The design process (design 
briefs) 

Subjects to do Next: Masterchef, Food Glorious Food! , VET Hospitality 

Associated costs: Materials $80, Workbook $10 

For Further Advice: Shane Domaille



Year 9 Catering

Subject Description:

This subject focuses on developing good food preparation skills that are associated with catering. Students will 
produce a variety of dishes that are produced in mainstream kitchens for large quantities of customers. 

Areas Studied: 
● Food preparation including techniques and equipment 
● Time planning and costing - Safety and hygiene in the kitchen 
● Factors influencing food choice such as menu planning and dietary requirements 
● Food service trends 
● The design process (design briefs) 

Subjects to do Next: Masterchef, Food Glorious Food! , VET Hospitality 
Associated costs: Materials $80 Workbook $10 
For Further Advice: Shane Domaille

Year 9 Digital Technology

Subject Description: 
This course is designed so that students can continue to develop their digital problem solving skills and knowledge 
with computer hardware, software and programming. Students will first study what makes something a computer right 
down to how computers use electrical circuits to store and process information and the ways hardware and software 
work together. Students will also learn the high-level programming language Python which is used for general-
purpose software engineering. 

Areas Studied: 
● Introduction to computer hardware and software relationships.
● Introduction to visual and text based programming languages for different purposes.
● Introduction to programming techniques, problem solving and troubleshooting.
● Documentation of programs and how they work - Using apps and software to build programs and games.
● Applying programs to real life situations.
● Collection, visualization and analysis of data.

Subjects to do Next: VET Information Technology 
For Further Advice: Thomas Domaille



Pathways Planning Tools Years 10 – 12 and beyond 

Students who are planning their Year 10, VCE or VCE VM program should investigate how choices at Year 10 and 11 affect their Year 12 program. In doing so, 
they should consider their Year 10 program and how it has prepared them for the choices they are making at Year 11. There are no prerequisites for VCE or 
VCE VM subjects, however prior school performance at Year 10 can be a good indicator of the likelihood of success at this level. Students and parents may 
also put plans in place to support student choices, like attending the homework program or developing a home study strategy. 

Year 10  Year 11  Year 12  Further study – TAFE / 
University 

Apprenticeships/work 
English  VCE  VCE  University planning 

Maths – General or Methods  English and/or Literature  English and/or Literature  Prerequisites – these 
subjects must be done in 
Yr 12 Science A     

History  Electives:  Electives: 

Physical Ed –   1.  1. 

If wishing to accelerate use the left hand side  2.  2.  What subjects are studied 
in the first year that 
would be useful to do in 
yr 12 that are not a 
prerequisite? 

Accelerate  ‐ Yr 11 VCE or VET  Standard Yr 10  3.  3. 

1.   Electives:  4.  4. 

  1.  5.   

Elective  2.  Reserves.  Reserves:  TAFE planning 
Some courses have 
prerequisites that are not 
subject based, e.g. age. 
We recommend that you 
research early. 

1.  3.  1.  1. 

2.  4.  2.  2. 

3.  5.  VCE‐ VM  VCE‐VM 

Reserves  Reserves  1. VET  1. VET   

1.  1.  2. VET or VCE   

2.  2.  Reserve  Reserve  Apprenticeship / work  
Work experience 
SBAT 

3.  3.  1.  2. 



 

 

 
Pathways Planning Tool for Year 10 

Please use the Planning Tool document at the start of the Year 10 section to assist in 
making decisions about future pathways. 

 
 
 

Year 10 Curriculum Model 

Compulsory Subjects Elective 
Subjects 

 
Year 10 

 
Semester 1 

 
 

English 

 
General Maths 

or 
Maths Methods 

One semester length: 
Health and Physical 
Education subject 

and 

Science A 

and 

History: Australia in the 
Modern World 
(1918- present) 

 
 
 
 

Select 5 
semester 

length subjects  
Year 10 

 
Semester 2 

 

 
English 

 
General Maths 

or 
Maths methods 

Introduction 

 In Year 10, you are in a position to start planning for your future. You need to ensure your course prepares you 

for future VCE, VCAL or VET studies. With this in mind, Year 10 subjects are designed to develop your skills in 

specific areas.

 Each subject is assessed throughout the semester via assessment tasks.
 

Subject Selection Criteria: 

 All students must study English in each semester.
 

 All students must study Mathematics in each semester.
 

 All students must select one Health or Physical Education subject to study for one semester.
 

 Students must study Science A and Australia in the Modern World.
 

 Students must select five electives. VCE and VET electives also meet the criteria of electives for Year 10, 
however, they are studied for a full year (selected as per the acceleration policy).

 
 
 
 

 

Year 10 



 

 

VCE and VET Acceleration 
At Swan Hill College we believe all students should be given the opportunity to achieve their 
full potential during their time at school. Acceleration enables a student to participate in a 
variety of programs that will challenge them. It will encourage them to maximise their 
opportunities to achieve their post-secondary goals. 

 
The aims of this policy are: 
 To establish a personalised pathway for all students. 
 To extend the individual on an academic and personal basis. 

Implementation: 
 

The following criteria will be considered when students apply to accelerate: 

For VCE/VET acceleration: 

 Students should be above the expected level in the appropriate domain and it is 
recommended they are at least at level for English and/or Mathematics to 
accelerate. The subject they wish to accelerate into will determine which of these 
they need to be above the expected level in. 

 They have demonstrated an effective work ethic which is reflected in their school 
assessments. 

 Approval for acceleration has been obtained from a teacher of related subjects from 
the previous year/semester and the Year Level Coordinator. 

 They demonstrate knowledge of the particular requirements of the accelerated subject. 

 They have a proposed pathway for studies in later school years. 

 
As part of applying for acceleration the following must occur: 

 
 Parent consent and acknowledgement is required before participation. This is obtained 

through the subject information and selection evenings. 

 Students prove that they have the ability to work cooperatively with staff and students 
in the class. 

 To continue in the acceleration program, students must demonstrate successful 
outcomes. 

 

When considering the option of acceleration, staff and students will consider: 
 Year 10 students can meet their KLA unit requirements by undertaking VCE/VET 

studies from that KLA area. 

 The effect of acceleration on a three-year plan for Years 10, 11 and 12. 

 All Year 11 students are required to complete 12 units during that year and 10 units 
during Year 12. Exemptions will not be given to Year 11 students studying unit 3 & 4 
sequences. 

 In exceptional cases outside of the guidelines mentioned above, students must submit 
an application to the Careers office and have an interview with a panel consisting of: 
Careers Manager, Year Level Manager, Senior Sub-School Manager and relevant KLA 
manager. 
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Year 10 Subjects 
 

 
 
 



Year 10 

Year 10 English

Subject Description: 

This is a compulsory subject designed to develop students’ knowledge and skills in writing, reading and viewing, 
speaking and listening. Students study a variety of literary texts, exploring a range of complex ideas and themes, and 
creating a range of pieces in response, reflecting their increasingly sophisticated use and understanding of the 
English language. 

Areas Studied: 
● Newspaper and print advertisement analysis. 
● Reading and writing persuasive, creative, analytical and expository texts. 
● Learning language features for effective writing and speaking. 

Associated costs: Students are required to purchase two novels. 

For further advice: Janet McCutcheon



Year 10 Foundation English

Subject Description:

Foundation English focuses on how English is used to communicate through written, spoken and multimodal texts of 
varying complexity. The Foundation English study is designed for students who may require a more vocationally 
orientated approach to English or may be aiming to directly enter the workforce upon completing their senior 
secondary studies. It may also be suited to students who need additional time and assistance to strengthen and 
refine their literacy skills to support their study in VCE English.

Areas studied:
● Newspaper and print advertisement analysis. 
● Reading and writing persuasive, creative, analytical and comparative texts. 
● Learning language features for effective writing and speaking. 

Associated costs: Students are required to purchase two novels. 

For further advice: Karen Adler

Year 10 Indonesian

Subject Description: 

In Year 10 students will continue to develop their ability to communicate in Indonesian, increasing their 
understanding of grammar and situation-specific language in preparation for VCE study. Students will build on their 
general knowledge of Indonesia through the study of specific issues and current events affecting the nation. 

Areas Studied: 

● Village and City life
● Indonesian Festivals
● Modern History and national heroes

For further advice: Debbie Pillai, Sarah Sutton



Year 10 So You Think You Can Write?

Subject Description: 

Year 10 students have the opportunity to continue to extend their writing skills. Creative activities, where famous 
literary works are used as prompts for writing, and fun weekly competitions, increase student enjoyment of and 
confidence in writing. 

Areas Studied: 
● Creative writing - science fiction, narratives, sonnets, picture books, satire. 
● Analytical writing - expository, persuasive and comparative pieces. 
● Language - analysis of features and structures of different styles of writing. 

Subjects to do next- VCE English and / or Literature Units 1 and 2 

For further advice: Janet McCutcheon

Year 10 General Mathematics

In Year 10, the focus in Mathematics is to consolidate students’ mathematical understanding and skills that they will 
draw on in senior secondary schooling and beyond. General Mathematics is primarily targeted at students intending 
to undertake Foundation Maths or Further Maths at VCE level. 

On a two-week cycle, students complete individualised Maths Pathway modules, with targeted Mini Lessons 
delivered by teachers to promote mastery learning of concepts. Whole class Rich Tasks and Problem-Solving Tasks 
are aimed at developing students’ mathematical reasoning and fluency. 

Students receive feedback on their learning by completing a Maths Pathway test every two weeks, based on the 
work they have completed in class. They also undertake several extended tasks per semester, which assess focus 
topics across number, algebra, geometry, chance, statistics and data. 



Year 10 Mathematical Methods
This subject aims to consolidate students’ understanding of 
algebra, linear and non-linear functions, alongside other key 
mathematical concepts, that they will draw on in more 
advanced mathematics study. It is primarily targeted at 
students intending to undertake Math Methods or Specialist 
Maths at VCE level. 

On a two-week cycle, students complete individualised Maths 
Pathway modules, with targeted Mini Lessons delivered by 
teachers to promote mastery learning of concepts. Whole 
class Rich Tasks and Problem-Solving Tasks are aimed at 
developing students’ mathematical reasoning and fluency. 

Students receive feedback on their learning by completing a 
Maths Pathway test every two weeks, based on the work they 
have completed in class. They also undertake several 
extended tasks per semester, which assess focus topics 
across number, algebra, geometry, chance, statistics and 
data. 

Students who complete all of Maths Pathway may be able to 
start examining some topics from VCE Mathematical Methods, 
with particular emphasis on developing their knowledge of 
algebra. 
Special Requirements: Students must have a graphics 
calculator (TI-Inspire CAS). The same calculator will be 
needed for VCE Mathematics. 
For Further Advice: Chelsea Hargreaves or James Hinton 

Year 10 Art: Design and Creative Practice

Subject Description: 

This course is designed to further students’ skills in creating and making art, using a variety of 2D and 3D art 
techniques. Students will continue exploring and responding to a variety of artworks and practices. 

Areas Studied: 
● Painting: acrylic, water colour, oil 
● Drawing: pencil, pastel, ink and charcoal 
● Rendering/Tonal application 
● Printing: screen printing / stencilling / lino cut 
● Digital Art 
● Sculpture: using a range of mediums 
● Appreciation of selected artwork and art movements. 
● Research task of two artists and their working methods. 

Special Requirements: A3 Visual artdiary, print credit, black fine liners
For further advice: Tony Whiting



Year 10 Media

Subject Description: 

Students will further develop skills and understanding of film, page layout and audio. Students will complete a unit of 
each of the mentioned three disciplines. 

Areas Studied: 
● Adobe Photoshop for page layout 
● Audio problem solving 
● Magazine layout 
● Narrative, short film 

Special Requirements: A4 presentation folder, 4GB memory stick and print credit.

For further advice: Tony Whiting

Year 10 VCE Arts Sampler

Subject Description: 

This course is designed for those students intending to study one or more of the arts disciplines in VCE. It is project 
based learning that explores methods and practices of VCE Media, Studio Art and Visual Communication and 
Design. Three projects are undertaken, one in each discipline. 

Areas Studied: 
● Media; choice of audio, video, layout or photographic project. 
● Studio Art; choice of 2D, 3D or fine art photography or instillation project. 
● Visual Communication, choice of technical drawing, typography/print layout 

Special Requirements: 8GB memory stick, print credit and an A3 presentation folio. 

For further advice: Tony Whiting



Year 10 Drama and Improv Theatre Studies

Subject Description: 

This subject further develops and enhances skills learnt in Year 9. Personal skills such as confidence, problem 
solving, creativity and teamwork are also developed. Students will learn various dramatic skills through games, 
drama exercises, pair work, small group work and whole class work. They will also work in small groups to devise 
performances for their own class and for assemblies. 

Areas Studied:
● Expressive skills 
● Introduction to non
● Stagecraft naturalism 
● Theatre styles 
● A major component is a Dramatic Elements“realistic” drama 
● Theatrical conventions 

Special Requirements: An exercise book for theory and journal entries. 

For further advice: Sharrelle Lahy

Year 10 Music Performance

In this Music elective you will learn how to perform music from a range of styles, both solo and as a member of a 
class ensemble. You will learn about the elements of music and listen to music from a range of styles. Students are 
exposed to practical music and performance opportunities designed to support the development of your 
musicianship, technique and stagecraft. Students do not need any prior music experience. 
Areas Studied: 
● Performance skills
● Elements of music
● Notating and reading music
● Different genres and cultures of music
● Composing music in different genres
● Analysing music from different genres
● Using technology to notate musical ideas and communicate ideas.
● Plan, develop and notate compositions

For further advice see: Jess Richardson



Year 10 Physical Education and Health 

This subject is a continuation of Year 9 Physical Education and Health. 

● It is a typical PE subject with a balance of practical and theory lessons. 
● Practical lessons focus on continuing to develop skill level, whilst promoting and maintaining regular participation 

in physical activity. 
● Consider selecting this subject if:

● For further advice please contact: Jade Hunter, Whitney Kennedy

Year 10 Health and Development

Subject Description: 
This subject is designed to provide an understanding of Health and Development through the life span, in Australia 
and globally. The focus of this unit is on the sociology surrounding health and health based choices. Students explore 
traditional areas of health taking particular note of societal normality.

Areas Studied: 
● Define Health 
● Global Health
● Australia’s Healthcare system

Note: This subject is a theory based class. 

For further advice: Rebecca Scott



Year 10 Sport Science

● This subject is intended to provide a lead into Unit 3 & 4 VCE Physical Education 
● It has a large focus on the science of Physical Education with a greater level of theory than other Year 10 PE 

subjects. 
● The practical side of this subject revolves around fitness testing, lab reports and gathering practical data. We 

then use the data and results to better support theory content in class. 
● Practical classes do not necessarily run every week and are dependent on the theory subject of focus. Consider 

selecting this subject if:

For further advice please contact: Jade Hunter, James Downing.

Year 10 Science A (Compulsory)

Subject Description: 
At Year 10, the focus in Science is on using scientific ideas and processes to deeply explore and explain 
phenomena, and to critique scientific models and ideas. In this semester-long compulsory subject, students further 
develop laboratory, research and analytical skills, designing their own investigations to answer scientific questions. 
This subject prepares students for 10 Science B, which is highly recommended for those intending to study VCE 
Science subjects. 

Areas Studied: 
● Global systems 
● Chemical reactions 
● Motion 
● DNA & genetics 

Subjects to do Next: 10 Science B 

Further Advice: Mikaela Evans 



Year 10 Science B – Big ideas in Science

Subject Description: 
This elective, semester long subject introduces students to some of the big discoveries in science and how they have 
shaped our world today. It provides preparation for further study in VCE Sciences. It studies the movement of energy 
through the earth by investigating the interactions between the living and non-living components that make up the 
planet. Students develop their laboratory, research and analytical skills. 

Areas Studied: 
● Chemical reactions – Rates and redox reactions 
● Energy – Crash test dummies and roller coasters 
● Origins of the universe – Star light, star bright 
● Evolution & natural selection – Are you related to me? 

Subjects to do Next: Unit 1 Biology, Unit 1 Chemistry, Unit 1 Environmental Science, Unit 1 Physics, Unit 1 
Psychology 

Further Advice: Lee Tompsett 

Year 10 Accounting

Subject Description: 

This is an introduction to basic accounting. Students will use double entry recording in ledgers and journals so that 
they should be able to keep the books of a small business or club and be familiar with a number of tasks normally 
performed in an office. 

Areas Studied: 
● Accounting for cash: cash flow, cash budget, statement of receipts and payments 
● Investing 
● Reporting Profit and Loss and Balance Sheet 
● Recording Ledgers and Journals 
● Solving Financial Problems 
● Small Business and entrepreneurs 

For further advice: Wiseman Sibanda



Year 10 Legal Studies

Subject Description:

Legal Studies investigates the way in which the law and the legal system relate to and serve individuals and the 
community. Students will examine the processes involved in law making and how these laws are then enforced 
through our court system. Students will examine the concept of justice and will use their legal knowledge and 
understanding to discuss a range of actual and hypothetical cases from both criminal and civil law. 

Areas studied: 
● Government and Democracy
● Criminal Law
● Civil Law
● Changes in the Law

For further advice: Jo Simpson

Year 10 The Modern World and Australia

Subject Description: 

This subject explores how the twentieth century was an important period in Australia’s social, economic, political and 
cultural development. 

Areas Studied: 
● The post WWI peace treaties and the causes of the Second World War. 
● Australia’s involvement in World War II and post war migration. 
● The civil rights movement in the US and its influence on the Indigenous rights movement in Australia. 
● The causes and impacts of migration to Australia after the Vietnam war. 

For further advice: Thomas Domaille



Year 10 Furniture Design and Construction

Subject Description: 

Students will be introduced to the product design and development stages. Students will design and develop an item 
of furniture (i.e. small cabinet, chair, bedside table, coffee table) whilst learning about materials, joints, ergonomics 
and basic construction. 

Areas Studied: 
● Design folio. 
● Woodworking joints.
● Model and material costing. 
● Materials testing. 
● Practical model. 
● Evaluation report. 

Associated costs: Materials $80 

For further advice: see Tech staff

Year 10 Fabulous Furniture

Subject Description: 

Students will be introduced to the product design and development stages. Students will design and develop an item 
of furniture (i.e. small cabinet, chair, bedside table, jewellery box or mirror) whilst learning about materials, joints, 
ergonomics and basic construction. 

Areas Studied: 
● Design Folio. 
● Woodworking Joints. 
● Model and Material Costing. 
● Materials Testing. 
● Practical model. 
● Evaluation report. 

Associated costs: Materials $80

For further advice: see Tech staff



Year 10 Metals

Subject Description: 

This subject is designed as a general basics skills elective for students who possibly aren't going on to do VET 
Engineering. The course will cover a range of basic skills and the safe use of hand power tools. 

Areas Studied: 
● Various metal joining methods. 
● Various marking, hand tool techniques and understanding of workshop processes. 
● Gas metal arc welding and manual metal arc welding. 
● Operation and function of lathes. 
● Operation and function of milling machines. 
● Basic drawing techniques for use in production of metal plans for fabrication. 

Associated costs: Materials $80 

For further advice: see Tech staff

Year 10 Pathway Passion

Subject Description
If money wasn’t a concern, what would your dream job be? Tinker, Tailor, Soldier, Spy? To help you answer this 
question come and explore the Wide World of Work that is just outside your door. On this journey we will look at what 
interests you, how you can build pathways and acquire skills, to investigate and manage your career pathway 
through school and beyond. This elective is open to Year 9 AND Year 10 students.

Topics:
 Who are you?
 Getting ready for work

o Resume
o Work ready skills
o Safe@work, OHS
o Interview skills

 Managing your money
o Budgeting – short term/long term

 Planning a pathway
 Subject selection options – What is VET, SBAT’s,

apprenticeships, traineeships?

Activities:
 Workplace visits
 Guest speakers
 Work experience placement (must be 15)
Assessment:
 Building a resume
 Job application
 Mock interview

For further advice: See Lee Tompsett



Year 10 Food Glorious Food!

Subject Description: 

This subject takes students on a food safari around the world, developing their intercultural understandings. Students 
investigate many traditional dishes from worldly cuisines. In doing so, students will also focus upon the cultural 
influences that contribute to the evolving and exciting world of modern Australian cuisine. 

Areas Studied: 
● Investigation of cuisines, cultures and traditions from around the world 
● Food flavours, preparation and practices 
● Exotic, classic and local ingredients used in a variety of dishes 
● Australian native and indigenous food 
● The design process 
● Global food issues such as sustainability 

Associated costs: Materials $80

For further advice: Shane Domaille

Year 10 Masterchef

Subject Description:

Students will master their skills in preparing a range of dishes suitable for a variety of everyday and social occasions. 
Team and individual cooking challenges which focus on creating food designs for different contexts and situations are 
run throughout the semester. 

Areas Studied: 
● Food for entertaining, celebrations, social and cultural occasions 
● Food fads and trends 
● Preparation and processing techniques 
● Food flavours and sensory properties 
● Innovative serving and presentation ideas 
● The design process 
● Influences of technology and new food products 

Associated costs: Materials $80   For further advice: Shane Domaille



Year 10 Digital Technologies

Subject Description: 
This course is designed to provide students with an opportunity to gain deep knowledge and understanding of digital 
systems, data and information as well as the processes associated with using programming languages to create 
digital solutions. Students will learn about the inner workings of the Internet and networks as well as compression and 
encryption. Finally, students will use the programming languages of HTML, CSS and JavaScript to develop digital 
solutions in client based scenarios.

Areas Studied: 
● The management of networks, protocols and connection to Internet.
● Security and encryption and analysing compression of data. 
● Investigating and creating digital solutions for a client. 
● Use flowcharts to design and develop digital solutions.
● Development of interfaces for user interaction using programming languages HTML, CSS and JavaScript. 

Subjects to do Next: VET Information Technology 
For further advice: Thomas Domaille



Pathways Planning Tools Years 10 – 12 and beyond 

Students who are planning their Year 10, VCE or VCE VM program should investigate how choices at Year 10 and 11 affect their Year 12 program. In doing so, 
they should consider their Year 10 program and how it has prepared them for the choices they are making at Year 11. There are no prerequisites for VCE or 
VCE VM subjects, however prior school performance at Year 10 can be a good indicator of the likelihood of success at this level. Students and parents may 
also put plans in place to support student choices, like attending the homework program or developing a home study strategy. 

Year 10  Year 11  Year 12  Further study – TAFE / 
University 

Apprenticeships/work 
English  VCE  VCE  University planning 

Maths – General or Methods  English and/or Literature  English and/or Literature  Prerequisites – these 
subjects must be done in 
Yr 12 Science A     

History  Electives:  Electives: 

Physical Ed –   1.  1. 

If wishing to accelerate use the left hand side  2.  2.  What subjects are studied 
in the first year that 
would be useful to do in 
yr 12 that are not a 
prerequisite? 

Accelerate  ‐ Yr 11 VCE or VET  Standard Yr 10  3.  3. 

1.   Electives:  4.  4. 

  1.  5.   

Elective  2.  Reserves.  Reserves:  TAFE planning 
Some courses have 
prerequisites that are not 
subject based, e.g. age. 
We recommend that you 
research early. 

1.  3.  1.  1. 

2.  4.  2.  2. 

3.  5.  VCE‐ VM  VCE‐VM 

Reserves  Reserves  1. VET  1. VET   

1.  1.  2. VET or VCE   

2.  2.  Reserve  Reserve  Apprenticeship / work  
Work experience 
SBAT 

3.  3.  1.  2. 



Senior School Values 
The College is committed to offering you a pathway to the future by providing a breadth of curriculum that 
meets community needs including VCE, Vocational Major (VCE VM) and Vocational Education and Training 
(VET). 

Encouraging a strong work ethic the College promotes: self-discipline and independent learning in a mature 
learning environment. The College offers a challenging educational and enriching co-curricular program that 
promotes leadership and recognises all achievements. 

We aim to develop confident and informed young adults who are socially responsible and are prepared for 
further learning and the workplace. 

The senior school will: 

Provide a mature learning environment
Foster self-discipline and independent learning
Offer a wide variety of extra curricular activities
Recognise student achievements
Encourage formal and informal leadership
Offer a breadth of curriculum that meets the community needs including VCE, VCE VM and VET.

Choosing your VCE Program 

Your VCE program is the complete range of VCE units from 1 to 4. 

Requirements and Student Programs 
Minimum requirements for VCE completion: 

You must satisfactorily complete a minimum of 16 units that include: 

An approved combination of at least three units from the group of English studies that includes at least one
Units 3 & 4 sequence, and
Three sequences of Units 3 & 4 studies other than English

Note: to receive an ATAR you must complete Units 3 & 4 of an approved English study

VCE-VET Units Within Your Program 
All VET programs have full VCE study status, within the Unit 1 to 4 structure.
Most VET subjects contribute to an ATAR like a VCE subject would, exceptions are Automotive and
Building and Construction and Agriculture.

Years 11 and 12  



Year 11 VCE
Units 1 & 2

English

The focus of this subject is on developing student responses to increasingly complex texts. Through the analysis and 
comparison of books, films and media texts, students explore themes, and issues, and develop their understanding and 
comparison of how language and textual features are used by authors. 

Which English Units Should I Choose? 
● Year 11 English Units 1 & 2 and / or Literature Units 1 & 2. 
● English as an Additional Language Units 1 & 2 can only be selected by students who qualify for this subject. 
Year 12 
● Either English Units 3 & 4 and/or Literature Units 3 & 4. 
● English as an Additional Language Units 3 & 4 can only be selected by students who qualify for this subject. 

All Units 3 & 4 studies must be taken as a sequence. English remains a compulsory study and all students who wish to 
complete their VCE must pass a minimum of three units of English, two of which must be passes in Units 3 & 4



English as an Additional Language Units 1&2

Units 1 and 2 EAL is designed for students who are new arrivals to Australia, or for whom English is a second language. Only these 
students eligible will be counselled to select this subject for Year 11. EAL encourages students to develop their literacy skills in a way 
which will enhance their understanding and appreciation of their world and the way in which they participate socially, economically 
and culturally in Australian society. Students who study EAL Units 1 & 2 may study EAL Units 3 & 4 or English Units 3 & 4 in Year 12. 

Areas of study: 
● Reading and creating texts: Students present a sustained creative response and also prepare an analytical interpretation. 
● Arguments: Students analyse how language is used to persuade in articles that are published in Australian Media. They also learn
how to use language to persuade in a point of view oral presentation. 
● Listening to texts: Students will listen to a range of spoken texts and use active listening strategies to understand information, ideas 
and opinions presented in texts.

Special Requirements: Only eligible English as an Additional Language students can select this course. 
Assessment: Creative and analytical responses, persuasive oral presentation, respond to audio text and a mid year and end of 
semester exam. 
For further advice: Janet McCutcheon

VCE English Units 1 & 2 

VCE English consists of four units, the first two of which are undertaken in Year 11. These serve as the foundation for the later study 
of Units 3 & 4 in Year 12 and are therefore an important building block. Students consolidate and extend their understanding of texts 
and issues. Students will be required to create their own responses as well as compare texts. They are encouraged to analyse ideas 
introduced to them through their reading of texts, and relate them to their own world. In particular, the study of the Australian media 
focuses on identifying and analysing the strategies writers use to influence readers. 

Areas of Study: 
● Reading and exploring texts: students engage in reading texts with a focus on personal connections with the story. They explore 

the vocabulary, text structures, language features and ideas in texts.
● Crafting texts: students will study how writing and language changes for different purposes and audiences. They write for a 

specific context and explain the decisions they have made about vocabulary and language features in the process.
● Exploring argument: students will study a variety of persuasive texts published in the Australian media, with a focus on how 

language is used to position readers. They construct an oral presentation to communicate their own point of view on a 
contemporary issue.

For further advice: Sarah Sutton



VCE Literature Units 1 & 2

This subject develops an enjoyment of literature through reading a range of texts from various time periods and about different 
contexts. Students gain a deeper understanding of the variety of human experiences and develop a critical awareness of cultures as 
they are represented in literature. They will learn to reflect on their personal interpretation of a text and to evaluate other opinions, 
culminating in the capacity to write confident analytical and creative responses to texts. 

Areas of Study: 
● Reading practices: Students consider how language, structures and stylistic choices are used in different literary forms. ● Ideas 

and concerns: Students investigate how texts reflect or comment on the interests of individuals and particular groups in society, 
and how texts may support or question particular aspects of society. 

● Exploration of literary movements and genres: analysis of the concerns, ideas, styles and conventions common to a distinctive
type of literature, such as modernism, tragedy, or magical realism.

● Voices of Country: students explore the voices, perspectives and knowledge of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander authors and 
creators.

● The text and its context: students reflect on texts as products of their historical, social and cultural contexts.

For further advice: Janet McCutcheon

VCE Media Units 1 & 2

Unit 1 Course Outline
VCE Media is relevant to students with a wide range of expectations including those who wish to pursue further formal 
study at tertiary level or in a vocational educational and training setting. It will provide valuable knowledge and skills for 
participation in contemporary society. Areas of Study ; Film, television, radio, photography, print based media, newspaper, 
magazines, digital media, computer games, interactive multimedia, advertising, popular music and current affairs. 
Unit 2 Course Outline 
This Unit focuses on the Media industry and Media industry production from specialised roles through to professional 
production practices and Australian organisations. Areas of Study: Film, television, radio, photography, print based media, 
newspaper, magazines, digital media, computer games, interactive multimedia, advertising, popular music and current 
affairs. 

Associated cost: Excursion fee of approximately $50 

For further advice: Tony Whiting



VCE Art: Creative Practices Units 1 & 2 

Subject Description: 
Art is an integral part of life and contributes to a progressive society. In this study, students develop their skills in critical 
and creative thinking, innovation, problem-solving and risk-taking. They combine a focused study of artworks, art practice 
(materials, techniques and processes) and practical art making. 
Unit 1 – Interpreting artworks and exploring the Creative Practice: Students learn about the components of the 
Creative Practice and explore areas of personal interest to develop a series of visual responses (finished artworks). They 
use a range of materials, techniques and processes an art forms to create a body of experimental work (folio) 
Unit 2 – Interpreting artworks and developing and the Creative Practice: Students explore the collaborative practices 
of artists and use the Creative Practice to make and present artworks. They continue their exploration and 
experimentation of a body of work (folio) and alternative approaches to making and presenting artworks. 

Career Paths: Designer (Communications, Graphic, Art, Advertising, FX, Web, Fashion, Interior, Multimedia, Industrial, 
Product etc), Marketing, Project Manager (Research and Development), Animation, Journalism, Art Industry 
(Public/Private Curator, Director, Conservator), Architect, Arts and Community Administration. 

Special Requirements: A3 folio folder and an A4 display book, The purchase of some personal art supplies. 
Associated cost: Materials and Excursion fee appox. $100. For further advice: Holly Ingram 

VCE Visual Communication and Design Units 1 & 2

Unit 1 Course Outline 
This unit focuses on using visual language to communicate messages, ideas and concepts. Students develop practical 
skills in the application of appropriate design elements, principles and methods. Students will also explore the role of the 
design process in the production of visual communications. 
Areas of Study: Drawing as a means of communication –observational, visualisation and presentation drawings, design 
elements and Principles, design briefs: how to create design solutions for specific needs. 

Unit 2 Course outline 
This unit focuses on the application of visual communication design knowledge, design thinking skills and drawing 
methods to create visual communications to meet specific purposes in designated design fields. 
Areas of Study: environmental or industrial/product design. Type and Imagery – manipulating types and images to 
communicate ideas. Applying the design process to create a design solution to a brief. 

Special Requirements: A3 folio folder and print credit 
Associated Cost: Excursion fee of approximately $50 
For further advice: Tony Whiting



VCE Theatre Studies Units 1 & 2

Course outline:
In VCE Theatre Studies students interpret scripts from the pre-modern era to the present day and produce theatre for 
audiences. Through practical and theoretical engagement with scripts they gain an insight into the origins and 
development of theatre and the influences of theatre on cultures and societies. Students apply dramaturgy and work in the 
production roles of actor, director and designer, developing an understanding and appreciation of the role and place of 
theatre practitioners. 
Unit One: focuses on the application of acting, direction and design in relation to theatre styles from the pre-modern era, 
that is, works prior to the 1920s. Students creatively and imaginatively work in production roles with scripts from the pre-
modern era of theatre, focusing on at least three distinct theatre styles and their conventions.
Unit Two: This unit focuses on the application of acting, direction and design in relation to theatre styles from the modern 
era, that is, the 1920s to the present. Students creatively and imaginatively work in production roles with scripts from the 
modern era of theatre, focusing on at least three distinct theatre styles

Associated cost: to view performances approx. $150 For further advice: Kristen Le Gassick

VCE Accounting Units 1 & 2 

Unit 1 - Financial Management Course Outline 
The unit introduces the fundamental processes of gathering, recording, reporting, analysing, interpreting and evaluating 
financial information for use by the individual in a small business. It is expected that students will be introduced to the use 
of information technology in undertaking accounting procedures. 
Areas of Study: how a small business is set up, identify and explain the financial needs of sole- proprietor service 
business, record, report and analyse financial information, describe ways in which accounting contributes to effective 
decision making and financial management. 

Unit 2 - Financial Operations Course Outline 
This unit focuses on accounting and financial operations of a small business. 
Areas of Study: Recording the process of documents to reports using accrual accounts, financial planning and decision 
making analysis and interpretation of accounting reports. 

Preparation subjects: Year 10 Accounting 
Subjects to do next: VCE Accounting 3 & 4 For further advice: Wiseman Sibanda



VCE Business Management Units 1 & 2 

Unit 1 - Small Business Management Course Outline

Businesses of all sizes contribute to the economic and social well being of a nation. How businesses are formed and the conditions under which 
new businesses ideas can emerge are vital for a nation’s wellbeing. Taking a business idea and planning how to make it a reality are vital. 

Areas of Study: Area of Study One focuses on how and why business ideas are created and developed. Area of Study Two is concerned with the 
different types of legal structure of business, the business model options available to an entrepreneur, and the factors involved in business 
decision making. Essentially, it covers the internal environment of business and how factors from within may affect business planning. Area of 
Study Three is focuses on the external environment of business, such as legal, political, social and technological factors. This area of study 
analyses these the pressures presented by this environment, and how a business can plan and respond to such factors which are outside its 
control.  

Unit 2 - Business Communication Management Course Outline
Establishing a business involves complying with legal requirements as well as making decisions about how best to establish a system of financial 
record keeping, staff the business and establish a customer base. In this unit students examine the legal requirements that must be satisfied to 
establish a business. 

Areas of Study: Area of Study 1 is concerned with key legal requirements and financial considerations when establishing a business, and the 
importance of establishing effective policies and procedures to achieve compliance with these requirements. Area of Study 2 is concerned with 
discussing marketing strategies, and how they can help a business achieve its objectives. Area of Study 3 focuses on human resource 
management. Specifically recruitment, legal requirements, management of staff, and evaluation of staff.   

For further advice: Wiseman Sibanda

VCE Legal Studies Units 1 & 2 

Unit 1 - Guilt and liability Course Outline
In this unit students develop an understanding of legal foundations, such as the different types and sources of law and the 
existence of a court hierarchy in Victoria. Students investigate key concepts of criminal law and civil law and apply these to 
actual and/or hypothetical scenarios to determine whether an accused may be found guilty of a crime, or liable in a civil 
dispute. 
Areas of Study: Legal Foundations, the presumption of innocence, civil Liability 

Unit 2 - Sanctions, remedies and rights Course Outline 
This unit focuses on the enforcement of criminal law and civil law, the methods and institutions that may be used to 
determine a criminal case or resolve a civil dispute, and the purposes and types of sanctions and remedies and their 
effectiveness. Students undertake a detailed investigation of two criminal cases and two civil cases from the past four 
years to form a judgment about the ability of sanctions and remedies to achieve the principles of justice. 
Areas of Study: Sanctions, remedies, rights 

Cost: Excursion fee of approximately $150 For further advice: Joanna Simpson



Health & Physical Education

Introduction - Students may choose one or more units within Health and Physical Education which will provide them with an 
excellent background for a broad range of career options, particularly those in the area of health, sport and recreation, social welfare 
and childcare. 

Which Health and Physical Education Courses Should I Choose? 
Health and Human Development 
This subject provides students with an overview of aspects of human development and health and wellbeing through the lifespan. It 
incorporates information on factors that can have a negative impact as well as programs that can boost health status and health and 
wellbeing from an individual, national and global perspective. 
Physical Education 
VCE Physical Education explores the complex interrelationships between anatomical, biomechanical, physiological and skill 
acquisition principles to understand their role in producing and refining movement, and examines behavioural, psychological, 
environmental and sociocultural influences on performance and participation in physical activity. 
Vocational Education and Training (VET) Programs
The following VET courses are offered in the Human Development Learning Area: Certificate III in Sport and Recreation, Certificate II 
in Community Services. Please see VET section for full details of courses

VCE Health and Human Development Units 1 & 2

Unit 1 - Understanding Health Unit 2 - Managing Health and Wellbeing Development 

Course Outline: Unit 1 focuses on understanding health and wellbeing. In particular it explores concepts of health and 
wellbeing, measurements and indicators of health status of Australia’s youth, Sociocultural factors affecting health status 
and behaviours of youth, nutrition and youth health and wellbeing, promoting youth health and wellbeing and exploring 
mental disorders as a youth health and wellbeing issue. 
Unit 2 focuses managing health and development. In particular it explores the human lifespan, healthy and respectful 
relationships, parenting and prenatal and early childhood development and Australia's health system.

Preparation Subjects: Year 10 Health and Development 
Companion Subject: VCE Physical Education 1 & 2 
Subjects to do Next: VCE Health and Development 3 & 4 
For further advice: Stuart McGregor and Camilla McKindlay



VCE Physical Education Units 1 & 2 

Unit 1 - The Human Body in Motion Course outline: 
In this unit students explore how the musculoskeletal and cardiorespiratory systems work together to produce movement. 
They also consider the implications of the use of legal and illegal practices to improve the performance of the 
musculoskeletal and cardiorespiratory systems as well as recommend and implement strategies to minimise the risk of 
illness or injury to each system. 
Areas of Study: How does the musculoskeletal system work to produce movement?
How does the cardiorespiratory system function at rest and during physical activity?

Unit 2 - Physical Activity, Sport and Society Course outline: 
This unit develops students’ understanding of physical activity, sport and society from a participatory perspective. Students 
are introduced to types of physical activity and the role participation in physical activity and sedentary behaviour plays in
their own health and wellbeing as well as in other people’s lives in different population groups. 
Areas of study: What are the relationships between physical activity, sport, health and society? 
What are the contemporary issues associated with physical activity and sport?

For further advice: Tessa Demaria, Stuart McGregor.

Mathematics

Mathematics is a powerful tool which can be used to understand relationships and patterns. It is the study of patterns in 
number and space in both specific and general cases. In VCE Mathematics students have the opportunity to extend the 
skills already learnt with challenging mathematical learning activities. Students will learn, practice and apply these routines 
in investigative projects, analysis tasks and in real situations. 

All courses involve the use of technology with CAS calculators. 

Swan Hill College offers a range of Mathematics courses to suit different abilities and pathways. It is important to consider 
your past performance and type of mathematics already studied when making choices. Carefully read the pathway 
choices and discuss with your current mathematics teacher as well as your parents before making a decision. 

It is important to choose the right type of mathematics as many tertiary institutions have prerequisites for courses. 

The Australian Mathematics Competition is run every year and all students are encouraged to participate. It has a nominal 
fee.



Units  1 and 2 Units 3 and 4

Foundation Mathematics, 1 and 2 Foundation Mathematics

General Mathematics, 1 and 2 General Mathematics or Foundation Mathematics

Mathematical Methods, 1 and 2 Mathematical Methods or General Mathematics

General Mathematics and Mathematical Methods General Mathematics and Mathematical Methods 

Mathematical Methods 1 and 2 Mathematical Methods and Specialist Mathematics*

Mathematical Methods and Specialist Mathematics Mathematical Methods and Specialist Mathematics

Mathematical Methods and Specialist Mathematics
General Mathematics, Mathematical Methods and Specialist 
Mathematics

Course Outline:
To provide for the continuing mathematical development of students with 
respect to problems encountered in practical contexts in everyday life at 
home, in the community, at work and in study.

Unit 1  Areas of study
• Algebra, number and structure

o Estimation, fractions, decimals, percentages, ratio
• Data analysis, probability and statistics

o Collect, present and anlayse data. Identify 
common central values: mode, mean, median.

• Financial and consumer mathematics
o Personal finance, taxation, banking, 

superannuation.
• Space and measurement

o Time, units, perimeter, area, volume and capacity

Preparation Subjects: Year 10 Mathematics (Maths Pathways Level 8 and parts of level 9
Special requirement: Students will need a CAS calculator to study this subject. Cost: approximately $225
Subject to do Next: Foundation Mathematics 3 &4

Unit 2  Areas of study
• Algebra, number and structure

o Create, find, interpret and manipulate number patterns and their rules.
• Data analysis, probability and statistics

o Collect, present, compare and analyse data. 5 point summary, central 
tendencies.

• Financial and consumer mathematics.
o Budgets, financial planning, debt, health or other services. Economic 

trends e.g. interest rates.
• Space and measurement

o Two-dimensional shapes, plans and diagrams. Location, maps, 
directions, routes and itineraries.

VCE Foundation Mathematics Units 1 & 2 



Unit 1 Areas of study
• Investigating and comparing data distributions
• Arithmetic and geometric sequences, first-order linear 

recurrence relations and financial mathematics
• Matrices
• Linear functions, graphs, equations and models

Unit 2 Areas of study
• Investigating relationships between two numerical variables
• Graphs and networks
• Variation
• Space, measurement and applications of trigonometry 

Preparation Subjects: Year 10 Mathematics (Maths Pathways Level 8 and parts of level 9
Special requirement: Students will need a CAS calculator to study this subject. Cost: approximately $225
Subject to do Next: VCE Further Mathematics 3 & 4 or Foundation Mathematics 3 & 4

General Mathematics Units 1–2 provide for the study of non-calculus and 
discrete mathematics topics. They are designed to be widely accessible 
and provide preparation for general employment, business or further study, 
in particular where data analysis, recursion and financial modelling, 
networks and matrices are important.

VCE General Mathematics Units 1 & 2

VCE Mathematical Methods Units 1 & 2 

This subject builds on previous algebraic skills and covers the areas of graphs, functions, calculus and probability. The 
course is designed as a preparation for Units 3 & 4 of Mathematical Methods. 

Unit 1 and Unit 2 Areas of Study Areas of Study
● Functions, Relations and Graphs 
● Rates of Change, Algebra, Number and Structure
● Probability, Calculus, Data Analysis and Statistics 

Preparation Subjects: Year 10 Mathematical Methods
Companion subjects: VCE General Mathematics 1 & 2 & VCE Specialist 1 & 2

Subjects to do next: VCE Mathematical Methods 3 and 4 
Special requirement: Students must have a CAS calculator to study this subject. 
Cost: approximately $225. For further advice: Hayden Hogan



VCE Specialist Mathematics Units 1 & 2 

Subject description Specialist Mathematics Units 1 and 2 provide a course of study for students who wish to undertake an in-depth 
study of mathematics, with an emphasis on concepts, skills and processes related to mathematical structure, modelling, problem 
solving and reasoning. Mathematical Methods Units 1 and 2 and Specialist Mathematics Units 1 and 2, taken in conjunction, provide 
a comprehensive preparation for Specialist Mathematics Units 3 and 4. 

Areas of study: Unit 1 
● Algebra, Number and Structure
● Discrete Mathematics
Unit 2
● Data Analysis and Probability
● Space and Measurement Statistics
● Algebra, Number and Structure
● Functions, Relations and Graphs

Special requirement: Students must have a CAS calculator to study this subject. 
Cost: approximately $225. Preparation subjects: Year 10 Mathematical Methods 
Companion subjects: Mathematical Methods 1 & 2
For further advice: Hayden Hogan 

Science

Biology develops an understanding of the natural world. It involves studying living organisms, life processes, and the interactions of 
organisms with each other and their natural environments. Students will acquire practical skills in field and laboratory biology and 
develop an understanding in terms of the social, economic, technological and personal contexts of biological science. 
Chemistry is the study of substances, their composition, their effects on one another and our interaction with them. We examine the 
application of chemical knowledge to technology, the environment and society. Students will have opportunities to investigate, 
explore and solve problems, ask questions, and discuss chemical concepts and issues such as improving human health, preventing 
environmental problems and rehabilitating degraded environment.
Physics is the study of natural phenomena such as energy, light, electricity, movement and the basic structure of matter. In studying
Physics students will learn how to interpret the world around them. Physics is also useful for pursuing hobbies, confronting 
technological issues and appreciating a particular way of knowing the world. It will enable students to choose a career in a wide 
range of technical, trade and professional areas. 
Psychology provides students with the opportunity to explore human development and behavior and to reflect upon their own 
experiences. Psychology is of value to students because of the skills it enhances, the content it covers and the applications to
employment it offers. 
Environmental Science builds on an understanding of the Earth, the inhabitants, cycles and patterns and the impacts humans have 
on these. Environmental science also explores the biodiversity of both animals and plants. This science offers experience in fieldwork 
and is a great way to prepare for numerous career pathways



VCE Biology Units 1 & 2 

Unit 1 - How do organisms regulate their functions? 
Area of Study 1: How do cells function? 
Area of Study 2: How do plant and animal systems function? 
Area of Study 3: How do scientific investigations develop understanding of how organisms regulate their functions? 

Unit 2 - How does inheritance impact on diversity? 
Area of Study 1: How is inheritance explained?
Area of Study 2: How do inherited adaptations impact on diversity? 
Area of Study 3: How do humans use science to explore and communicate contemporary bioethical issues? 

Associated costs: Melbourne excursion approximately $160 

For further advice: Kate Lochery and Mikaela Evans

VCE Chemistry Units 1 & 2 

Unit 1 
How can the diversity of materials be explained? 
Area of Study: How can knowledge of elements explain the properties of matter? 
● atomic theory, the mole concept, mass spectroscopy. 
Area of Study: How can the versatility of non-metals be explained? 
● Bonding, polymers, nanotechnology 
Area of Study: Research Investigation 
Unit 2
What makes water such a unique molecule? 
Area of Study: How do substances react with water? 
● acids and Bases, green chemistry, redox reactions 
Area of Study: How are substances in water measured and analysed? 
● the atmosphere, salts and organic compounds, concentration, solubility 
Area of Study: Practical investigation 

For Further advice : Lee Tompsett



VCE Physics Units 1 & 2 

Course Outline 
In this unit students seek to understand and explain the physical world. By looking at the way matter and energy interact 
through observations and experiments, students will gain a better understanding of the underlying laws of nature. Students 
will also have the opportunity to undertake a practical investigation in an area of their choice. 

Unit 1: How does the small influence the large? 
Areas of Study: Radiation, electricity and energy.
Unit 2: What do experiments reveal about the physical world? 
Areas of Study: How can motion be described and explained? Detailed study, Practical investigation into light, motion 
and scientific investigation.

Preparation Subjects: Year 10 Science A and B, Year 10 Mathematical Methods 
Subjects to do next: VCE Physics 3 & 4 

For further advice: Mr Hayden Hogan

VCE Psychology Units 1 & 2

Unit 1: Course Outline - In this unit students investigate the structure and functioning of the human brain and the role it 
plays in the functioning of the human nervous system. Students will also examine psychological models and theories used 
to predict and explain the development of thoughts, feelings and behaviours. 
Areas of Study: 
How does the brain function? What influences psychological development? 

Unit 2: Course Outline - In this unit students examine how behaviour and mental processes are influenced by a variety of 
biological, psychological and social factors. Students will also explore a variety of factors that can influence the dynamics
of particular individual and group behaviours, such as attitude formation, prejudice and discrimination. 
Areas of Study: 
● What influences a person’s perception of the world? 
● How are people influenced to behave in particular ways? 
● Preparation Subjects: Year 9 & 10 Science 

Subjects to do next: VCE Psychology UNits 3 & 4 For further advice: Rodney Rose



VCE Environmental Studies Units 1 & 2

Unit 1 - How are Earth’s systems connected? 
Course Outline - In this area of study students examine the processes and interactions occurring within and between 
Earth’s four systems – the atmosphere, biosphere, hydrosphere and lithosphere – that affect the availability, accessibility 
and usability of the four major inputs for life; energy, nutrients, air and water. 
Areas of Study: How is life sustained on Earth? How is Earth a dynamic system? Practical Investigation: monitoring 
ecosystems 
Camp: Approx. cost of $490 

Unit 2 - How can pollution be managed? 
Course Outline - In this unit students explore the concept of pollution and associated impacts on Earth’s four systems 
through global, national and local perspectives. They distinguish between wastes, contaminants and pollutants and 
examine the characteristics, measurement and management of pollution. They analyse the effects of pollutants on the 
health of humans and the environment over time. 
Areas of Study: When does pollution become a hazard? What makes pollution management so complex? 
Case Study: Pollution management For Further Advice: Mark Snel and Mikaela Evans

VCE Agricultural and Horticultural Studies 1 & 2 

Note: This subject is offered through St Mary MacKillop College

VCE Agricultural and Horticultural Studies develops students' understanding of sustainable agricultural and horticultural 
systems within current economic, social and environmental contexts, and in view of ethical considerations. Sustainable 
management of food and fibre industries is vital for local, national and global markets. This study provides opportunities for 
students to experience and understand these primary industries, with a particular focus on the ways in which change and 
innovation are reshaping practices, careers and business opportunities. The broad, applied nature of VCE Agricultural and 
Horticultural Studies prepares students for further studies and careers in agriculture, horticulture, land management, 
agricultural business practice and natural resource management.

For Further Advice: See Careers



Humanities

Introduction: All Humanities units seek to explain important aspects of our current world and involve a wide range of 
student activities for their successful completion. 

These subjects will broaden students’ outlook on life and increase their awareness of the complexities of ideas, issues and 
values in present society.

VCE Modern History Units 1 & 2 

Unit 1: 1900 - 1945 
Course outline - This first half of the twentieth century was marked by significant change. Throughout the period new 
forms of cultural expression reflecting different responses to these changes emerged. This unit considers the way in which 
western societies responded to these changes, based on the events of world war I and II. 
Areas of Study: Causes of World War I, events of WWI, peace treaties, The Roaring Twenties, The Depression of the 
Thirties, Rise of Totalitarianism, World War II 

Unit 2: 1945 -present 
Course Outline - This subject focuses on the increasing interplay between domestic and regional events, and international 
developments. The period is dominated by post war reconstruction and significant developments also take place in mass 
communication and audio visual media. This technology has played a critical role in historical events. 
Areas of study: Ideas and political power. Social movements, the growth of internationalism 

Preparation subjects: Year 10 the modern world and Australia 
Subjects to do next: VCE History Units 3 & 4 



Technology Studies 

Technology Studies will further develop students’ knowledge of materials, tools and processes and give them the opportunity to 
develop practical solutions to people's needs. 

The fields of study: Design and Technology, Food and Technology and Systems Technology 

There is a range of focus areas in Design and Technology e.g. Metals, Wood etc. All units are designed to reinforce learning through 
'hands on' practical activities. Technology Studies units provide the opportunity to develop a wide range of practical skills and 
knowledge of materials, tools and processes. Relevant computer technology is used across all units. 

Vocational Education and Training (VET) Programs The following VET courses are offered in the Technology Learning Area: 
● Certificate II in Automotive Vocational Preparation 
● Certificate II in Building and Construction (partial completion) 
● Certificate II in Engineering ● Certificate II in Kitchen Operations (Hospitality) 

For program details refer to VET section in Curriculum Handbook. 

Material Costs: All students undertaking any Technology Studies courses or subjects will be expected to pay for their materials 
before they commence projects.

VCE Design and Technology Units 1&2

Unit 1 - Materials, Processes and Design: The unit focuses on designing and manufacturing a product to suit an individual 
person(s) and location. Students will conduct extensive research and testing on material properties and characteristics (Australian 
Hardwoods, Metals, Glass and Plastics). Students will research the ergonomic link between product and user and design and 
manufacture a unique and functional product. 
Areas of Study: Design brief, Constraints and considerations of a Design Brief, Materials testing and suitability, Design, 
development and production, Evaluation 

Unit 2 - Financial Operations: This unit focuses on designing and manufacturing a product to suit an individual person(s) and 
location. Students will conduct extensive research and testing on material properties and characteristics (Australian Hardwoods,
Metals, Glass and Plastics). Students will research the ergonomic link between product and user and design and manufacture a 
unique Hallway Table. 

Areas of Study: Properties and use of materials, Methods of communicating ideas, Design consideration and constraints, Factors in 
design process that influence choice of materials, Selection and safe use of tools, equipment and machines, Following a design plan 
to make a product. 

Associated cost: Estimated average cost of project materials is between $75 and $125 for Semester 1. Estimated average cost of 
project materials between $125 and $175 for Semester 2. For further advice: Jamie Astall



VCE Food Studies Unit 1 & 2

Unit 1 – Food Origins: 
In this unit students focus on food from historical and cultural perspectives, and investigate the origins and roles of food through time 
and across the world. In Area of Study 1 students explore how humans have historically sourced their food, examining the general
progression from hunter-gatherer to rural-based agriculture, to today’s urban living and global trade in food. Students consider the 
origins and significance of food through inquiry into one particular food-producing region of the world.
Areas of Study: Food around the world - this area of study students explore the origins and cultural roles of food, from early 
civilisations through to today’s industrialised and global world. Food in Australia - this area of study students focus on the history and 
culture of food in Australia.
Unit 2 - Food Makers: In this unit students investigate food systems in contemporary Australia including commercial food production 
industries and domestic and small scale settings. Students will compare their own products made in practical classes to that offered 
on a commercial scale. Students will also progress to design and make their own original food products and adapt recipes to suit
particular needs and events.
Areas of Study: Area of Study 1 focuses on commercial food production industries, while Area of Study 2 looks at food production in 
domestic and small-scale settings, as both a comparison and complement to commercial production. 
Associated cost: $70 per unit / semester ($140 full year) For further advice: Holly Ingram, Shane Domaille





Pathways Planning Tools Years 10 – 12 and beyond 

Students who are planning their Year 10, VCE or VCE VM program should investigate how choices at Year 10 and 11 affect their Year 12 program. In doing so, 
they should consider their Year 10 program and how it has prepared them for the choices they are making at Year 11. There are no prerequisites for VCE or 
VCE VM subjects, however prior school performance at Year 10 can be a good indicator of the likelihood of success at this level. Students and parents may 
also put plans in place to support student choices, like attending the homework program or developing a home study strategy. 

Year 10  Year 11  Year 12  Further study – TAFE / 
University 

Apprenticeships/work 
English  VCE  VCE  University planning 

Maths – General or Methods  English and/or Literature  English and/or Literature  Prerequisites – these 
subjects must be done in 
Yr 12 Science A     

History  Electives:  Electives: 

Physical Ed –   1.  1. 

If wishing to accelerate use the left hand side  2.  2.  What subjects are studied 
in the first year that 
would be useful to do in 
yr 12 that are not a 
prerequisite? 

Accelerate  ‐ Yr 11 VCE or VET  Standard Yr 10  3.  3. 

1.   Electives:  4.  4. 

  1.  5.   

Elective  2.  Reserves.  Reserves:  TAFE planning 
Some courses have 
prerequisites that are not 
subject based, e.g. age. 
We recommend that you 
research early. 

1.  3.  1.  1. 

2.  4.  2.  2. 

3.  5.  VCE‐ VM  VCE‐VM 

Reserves  Reserves  1. VET  1. VET   

1.  1.  2. VET or VCE   

2.  2.  Reserve  Reserve  Apprenticeship / work  
Work experience 
SBAT 

3.  3.  1.  2. 



Senior School Values 
The College is committed to offering you a pathway to the future by providing a breadth of curriculum that 
meets community needs including VCE, Vocational Major (VCE VM) and Vocational Education and Training 
(VET). 

Encouraging a strong work ethic the College promotes: self-discipline and independent learning in a mature 
learning environment. The College offers a challenging educational and enriching co-curricular program that 
promotes leadership and recognises all achievements. 

We aim to develop confident and informed young adults who are socially responsible and are prepared for 
further learning and the workplace. 

The senior school will: 

Provide a mature learning environment
Foster self-discipline and independent learning
Offer a wide variety of extra curricular activities
Recognise student achievements
Encourage formal and informal leadership
Offer a breadth of curriculum that meets the community needs including VCE, VCE VM and VET.

Choosing your VCE Program 

Your VCE program is the complete range of VCE units from 1 to 4. 

Requirements and Student Programs 
Minimum requirements for VCE completion: 

You must satisfactorily complete a minimum of 16 units that include: 

An approved combination of at least three units from the group of English studies that includes at least one
Units 3 & 4 sequence, and
Three sequences of Units 3 & 4 studies other than English

Note: to receive an ATAR you must complete Units 3 & 4 of an approved English study

VCE-VET Units Within Your Program 
All VET programs have full VCE study status, within the Unit 1 to 4 structure.
Most VET subjects contribute to an ATAR like a VCE subject would, exceptions are Automotive and
Building and Construction and Agriculture.

Years 11 and 12  



Year 12 VCE
Units 3 & 4

English 



VCE English as an Additional Language Units 3 & 4  

Subject Description: Students focus on reading and responding in writing to a range of texts. They analyse how 
the authors create meaning and different ways in which text can be interpreted. They also create written texts 
that explore ideas suggested from their reading within a chosen context and explain choices they have made as 
authors. Students will analyse and compare the use of language in current Australian media texts, as well as 
speaking persuasively in response to a chosen issue. Students will also develop and refine their listening skills. 

Areas of study: Reading and creating texts: Students present a sustained creative response and also prepare 
an analytical interpretation.

Analysing Arguments: Students analyse how language is used to persuade in articles that are published in 
Australian Media. They also learn how to use language to persuade in a point of view oral presentation. 

Listening to texts: Students will listen to a range of spoken texts and use active listening strategies to 
understand information, ideas and opinions presented in texts. 

Special Requirements: Only eligible English as an Additional Language students can select this course. 

For further advice: Janet McCutcheon

VCE English Units 3 & 4 

Subject Description: Students focus on reading and responding in writing to a range of texts. They analyse how 
the authors create meaning and different ways in which text can be interpreted. Students will be required to 
compare texts and develop creative responses. Students will analyse and compare the use of language in current 
Australian media texts, as well as speaking persuasively in response to a chosen issue. 

Areas of study:
Reading and comparing texts: Students will study two texts and complete a comparative analytical response.
Reading and creating texts: Students will study two texts and complete an analytical and creative interpretation.  
Using Language to persuade: Students analyse how language is used to persuade in articles that are published in 
the Australian media after September 2022. They also learn how to use language to persuade in a point of view 
oral presentation. 

Assessment: 25% School Assessed Coursework in each Unit and an external exam worth 50% 

For further advice: Dylan Kiel



VCE Literature Units 3 & 4  
Subject Description: Students focus on the ways writers construct their work and how meaning is created for and by 
the reader. They consider how the form of text affects meaning and the ways texts represent views and values. 
Students write both creative and critical responses. They re-create and adapt literary texts, interpreting the author’s 
style, language and point of view. 

Areas of Study 
● Adaptations and transformations: this area of study focuses on how the form of a text is significant in the 

making of meaning. The transformation of a written text into film is the core of this unit of study.
● Developing interpretations: students the different ways we can read and understand a text by developing, 

considering and comparing interpretations of literature.
● Creative responses to texts: students use their knowledge of how texts communicate meaning to write their own 

creative transformation of a work of literature. 
● Close analysis: a detailed scrutiny of the style, concerns and construction of a text. Students examine how 

specific passages from texts can contribute to their understanding of the whole.

Preparation Subject: VCE English or Literature Units 1 & 2 

Special Conditions: All texts should be read prior to beginning the course. 

For further advice: Janet McCutcheon

The Arts



VCE Theatre Studies Unit 3 & 4 
In VCE Theatre Studies students interpret scripts from the pre-modern era to the present day and produce theatre 
for audiences. Through practical and theoretical engagement with scripts they gain an insight into the origins and 
development of theatre and the influences of theatre on cultures and societies. Students apply dramaturgy and work 
in the production roles of actor, director and designer, developing an understanding and appreciation of the role and 
place of theatre practitioners. 

Unit 3:In this unit students develop an interpretation of a script through the three stages of the theatre production 
process: planning, development and presentation. Students specialise in two production roles, working collaboratively, 
creatively and imaginatively to realise the production of a script.

Unit 4: In this unit students study a scene and an associated monologue. They initially develop an interpretation of the 
prescribed scene. This work includes exploring theatrical possibilities and using dramaturgy across the three stages of 
the production process. Students then develop a creative and imaginative interpretation of the monologue that is 
embedded in the specified scene. 

Special Conditions: as part of the coursework for this subject, students will be required to attend a performance by a 
professional theatre company (likely to be staged in Bendigo or Melbourne) as a class group. 

Students will also be given the opportunity to attend “Top Class.” Students will be expected to perform the Unit 3 ensemble and 
the Unit 4 solo at night to a public audience. The solo exam usually takes place in Bendigo. 

For further advice: Kristen Le Gassick

VCE Media Units 3 & 4 

Course Outline: VCE Media is relevant to students with a wide range of expectations including those who wish to 
pursue further formal study in this area.

Unit 3 - Media narratives and pre-production Areas Studied: Media narratives and pre-production: analyse how 
narratives are constructed and distributed, and how they engage, are consumed and are read by the intended 
audience and present day audiences. Media production development: research aspects of a media form and 
experiment with media technologies and media production processes to inform and document the design of a media 
production. Media production design: develop and document a media production design in a selected media form for 
a specified audience.

Unit 4 - Media production and issues in the media Areas Studied: Media production: produce, refine and 
resolve a media product designed in Unit 3. Agency and control in and of the media: discuss issues of agency and 
control in the relationship between the media and its audience. Film, television, audio, photography, print based 
media, digital media, interactive multimedia, advertising, popular music and current affairs.

Preparation Subjects: VCE Media Units 1 & 2 

Career Paths: Specialised Media Production 

Associated cost: Excursion fee of approximately $50 

For further advice: Tony Whiting



VCE Art: Creative Practice Units 3 & 4
Subject Description: Art is an integral part of life and contributes to a progressive society. This study provides 
students with an informed context to support an awareness of art as a tool for cultural, social and personal 
communication. Students, through their study, design and making of 2D and 3D artwork develop their individual 
art practice and communicate ideas and meaning using a range of materials, techniques and processes.

Unit 3 – Investigation, design, artworks and the Creative Practice: Students use Inquiry and Project-based 
learning to develop a body of work (folio). They explore ideas and experiment with materials, techniques and 
processes using design and the Creative Practice. Students research historical and contemporary artists and will 
select one specific artist as a starting point to develop a finished artwork.

Unit 4 – Interpreting, resolving and presenting artworks and the Creative Practice: Students continue to 
develop their art practice exploration to support the development of their body of work (folio). Students study 
specific artists to inform their own practice and use the Interpretive Lenses to analyze and compare and artworks. 
They also apply this to resolve and refine their own design and making of finished artworks.

Career Paths: Designer (Communications, Graphic, Advertising, FX, Web, Fashion, Interior, Multimedia, 
Industrial, Product etc), Marketing, Project Manager (Research and Development) , Animation, Journalism, Art 
Industry (Public/Private Curator, Director, Conservator), Architect, Arts and Community Administration.

Special Requirements: A3 folio folder and an A4 display book, The purchase of some personal art supplies. 

Associated cost: Materials and Excursion fee $100.

For further advice: Holly Ingram

VCE Visual Communication & Design Units 3 & 4

Unit 3 Course Outline: In this unit students gain an understanding of the process designers employ to structure 
their thinking and communicate ideas with clients, target audiences, other designers and specialists.

Areas of Study: Analysis and practice in context, Design industry practice, Developing a brief and generating 
ideas 

Unit 4 Course Outline: The focus of this unit is the development of design concepts and two final presentations 
of visual communications to meet the requirements of the brief. This involves applying the design process twice to 
meet each of the stated needs. 

Areas of Study: Development of design concepts, Final presentations, Evaluation and explanation

Preparation Subjects: Visual Communication and Design Unit 1 & 2

Career Paths: Graphic Designer, Product Designer, Digital Technologies Designer, Illustrator, Artist Special 

Requirements: A3 folio folder and print credit and the purchase of personal art supplies. 

Associated cost: Excursion fee of approximately $50

For further advice: Tony Whiting



Business Studies 

VCE Accounting Units 3 & 4 

These units introduce double entry accounting using the accrual basis of accounting. It emphasises the role of 
accounting as an information system and the role and use of information technology in the accounting process. 

Unit 3: Financial Accounting for a trading business

Areas Studied: Introduction of a double entry system of accounting  Recording in ledgers and journals,  
Treatment of inventory in the accounting records,  Security procedures used by firms to prevent theft and fraud,  
Ethical considerations when making business decisions in relation to a trading business.

Unit 4: Control and Analysis of Business Performance

Areas Studied: Balance-day adjustments,  Depreciation of business assets,  Ethical considerations of business 
decisions, Cash Flow and Income Statements,  Balance Sheets.

Preparation Subjects: VCE Accounting Unit 1 & 2 

For further advice: Wiseman Sibanda 



VCE Business Management Units 3 & 4 

Unit 3: Corporate Management In this unit students identify the key processes and issues concerned with managing a business 
efficiently and effectively to achieve the business objectives. They consider corporate culture, management styles, management skills 
and the relationship between each of these. Students investigate strategies to manage both staff and business operations to meet
objectives.

Areas Studied: Area of Study 1 focuses on the key characteristics of businesses and their stakeholders, management styles, skills 
and corporate culture. Area of Study 2 is covers theories of motivation with relation to staff, and how they could be applied effectively. 
Area of Study 3 is concerned with operations management and how a business can efficiently and effectively transform inputs into 
outputs.   

Unit 4: This unit is concerned with implementing and managing change in a business from a leadership perspective. It covers, 
analyses and evaluates different strategies available to a business manager to manage change in an fast changing business 
environment.

Areas Studied: Area of Study 1 is covers key performance indicators for performance analysis, driving and restraining forces for 
business change, and the different approaches to business change ( proactive vs reactive ) that a manager can take. Area of Study 2 
analyses leadership strategies that could be used to implement business change.  

Preparation Subjects: VCE Business Management Unit 1 & 2 

For further advice: Wiseman Sibanda

VCE Legal Studies Units 3 & 4 
Unit 3 - Rights and Justice In this unit students examine the methods and institutions in the justice system and 
consider their appropriateness in determining criminal cases and resolving civil disputes. Students consider the 
Magistrates’ Court, County Court and Supreme Court within the Victorian court hierarchy, as well as other 
Victorian legal institutions and bodies available to assist with criminal and civil cases. Students consider the rights 
available to an accused and to victims in the criminal justice system, the roles of the judge, jury, legal practitioners 
and the parties, and the ability of sanctions and remedies to achieve their purposes. Students discuss recent 
reforms from the past four years and recommended reforms to enhance the ability of the justice system to achieve 
the principles of justice in both criminal and civil cases. Throughout this unit, students apply legal reasoning and 
information to actual and/or hypothetical scenarios. 

Areas of Study: The Victorian Criminal Justice System, The Victorian Civil Justice System

Unit 4 - The people and the law In this unit, students explore how the Australian                                       
Constitution establishes the law-making powers of the Commonwealth and state parliaments,                            and 
protects the Australian people through structures that act as a check on parliament in law-making. Students 
develop an understanding of the significance of the High protecting and interpreting the Australian Constitution. 
They investigate parliament and the courts, and the relationship between the two in lawmaking, and consider the 
roles of the individual, the media and law reform bodies in influencing law reform.

Areas of Study 

The People and the Australian Constitution, The People, the Parliament and the Courts 

For further advice: Joanna Simpson



Health and Physical Education 

VCE Health and Human Development Units 3 & 4 

Unit 3 - This unit develops an understanding of the concepts of health and wellbeing and health status. It also 
looks at comparing health status between population groups within Australia. Students will discuss the impact of 
factors influencing burden of disease, examine Australia’s health care system and health models.

Unit 4 - This unit provides a global perspective on health and development. It investigates a range of factors that 
contribute to inequalities in low income countries and will explore the workings of the United Nations’ Sustainable 
Development Goals to achieve global health. Students also study the work of the WHO, Australia’s aid programs, 
non-government organisations and how they impact global health and wellbeing trends.

Preparation Subjects: VCE Health and Development 1 & 2

Companion Subjects: VCE Physical Education 3 & 4

For further advice: Stuart McGregor



VCE Physical Education Units 3 & 4 
Unit 3 Course Outline - This unit introduces students to the biomechanical and skill acquisition principles used to 
analyse human movement skills and energy production from a physiological perspective.

Areas of study:

● How are movement skills improved?
● How does the body produce energy?

Unit 4 Course Outline - In this unit students analyse movement skills from a physiological, psychological and 
sociocultural perspective, and apply relevant training principles and methods to improve performance within 
physical activity at an individual, club and elite level. 

Areas of study:

● What are the foundations of an effective training program? 
● How is training implemented effectively to improve fitness?

For further advice: Whitney Kennedy, Shaun O’Grady.

Mathematics



VCE Further Mathematics Units 3 & 4 

Unit 3 Course Outline: This unit consists of a compulsory Core area of study comprising ‘Data Analysis’ and 
‘Recursion and Financial Modelling’. The use of a CAS calculator is an essential part of this course.

Areas of Study: Data Analysis, Univariate Data, Bivariate Data, Time Series Recursion and Financial 
Modelling, Depreciation, Compound interest, Loans

Unit 4 Course Outline: This unit focuses on two compulsory core modules of work. Again, the use of a CAS 
calculator is an essential part of this course.

Areas of Study: Networks and Decision Mathematics, Matrices

Special Conditions: Students will need a CAS calculator. Approximate cost of calculator: $225 

Preparation Subjects: VCE General Mathematics 1 & 2 

For further advice: Hayden Hogan, Bianca Atkin, Hope Henley

VCE Mathematics Methods Units 3 & 4 

Course Outline Unit 3 & 4

This subject is a key requirement for many tertiary courses. It also provides the required knowledge for the study 
of Specialist Mathematics. Students will develop a clear progression of skills and knowledge in each of the areas 
of study listed below. Appropriate technology will be used to support and develop the learning of mathematics 
throughout the course.

Areas of Study: Functions, Relations and Graphs, Algebra, Number and Structure, Calculus and Data Analysis, 
Probability and Statistics.

Special Conditions: Students will need a CAS calculator.    Approximate cost of calculator: $225

Preparation Subjects: VCE Mathematical Methods CAS 1 and 2 

Companion Subject: VCE Specialist Maths 3 & 4

For further advice: Hayden Hogan  



VCE Specialist Mathematics Units 3 & 4 
Subject Description 

Specialist Mathematics Units 3 and 4 assumes familiarity with the key knowledge and key skills from Mathematical 
Methods Units 1 and 2; the key knowledge and key skills from Specialist Mathematics Units 1 and 2; and 
concurrent study or previous completion of Mathematical Methods Units 3 and 4. Together these cover the 
assumed knowledge and skills for Specialist Mathematics Units 3 and 4, which are drawn on as applicable in the 
development of content from the areas of study and key knowledge and key skills for the outcomes.

Areas of Study: Logic and proof; functions, relations and graphs; algebra, number and structure; calculus; space 
and measurement and data analysis and probability and statistics

Special Conditions: Students will need a CAS calculator.                          Approximate cost of calculator: $225

Preparation Subjects: Year 10 Mathematical Methods, Specialist Mathematics 1 and 2 Mathematical Methods 1 
and 2 Mathematical Methods 

Companion Subject: Mathematical Methods 3 and 4 

For further advice: Hayden Hogan

Science



VCE Biology Units 3 & 4
Unit 3 - How do cells maintain life?

In this unit students investigate the workings of the cell from several perspectives.

Areas of study: What is the role of nucleic acids and proteins in maintaining life? How are biochemical pathways 
regulated? 

Unit 4 - How does life change and respond to challenges over time?

The students consider the continual change and challenges to which life on earth has been subjected.

Areas of Study: How do organisms respond to pathogens?  How are species related over time? How is scientific 

inquiry used to investigate cellular processes and/or biological change?

Preparation Subjects: Unit 1 & 2 Biology Unit 1 & 2 Chemistry Unit 1 & 2 Physical Education

Companion Subject: Unit 3 & 4 Physical Education

Subjects to do Next: University Biology Studies 

For further advice: Kate Lochery and Mikaela Evans 

VCE Chemistry Units 3 & 4
Unit 3 - How can chemical processes be designed to optimize efficiency? The global demand for energy and 
materials is increasing with world population growth. In this unit students explore energy options and the chemical 
production of materials with reference to efficiencies, renewability and the minimisation of their impact on the 
environment.

Areas of Study: 1. Options for energy production On completion of this outcome the student will be able to evaluate 
the suitability of techniques and instruments used in chemical analysis. 2. Optimising the yield of a reaction In this 
area of study students explore the factors that increase the efficiency and percentage yield of a chemical 
manufacturing process while reducing the energy demand and associated costs. 

Unit 4 - How are organic compounds categorized, analysed and used? In this unit students investigate the structural 
features, bonding, typical reactions and uses of the major families of organic compounds including those found in 
food.

Areas of Study: 1. Diversity of carbon compounds Students explore why such a vast range of carbon compounds is 
possible. They examine the structural features of members of several homologous series of compounds, including 
some of the simpler structural isomers, and learn how they are represented and named. 2. What is the chemistry of 
food? Students study the major components of food with reference to their structures, properties and functions. They 
examine the hydrolysis reactions in which foods are broken down, the condensation reactions in which new bio-
molecules are formed and the role of enzymes, assisted by coenzymes, in the metabolism of food.

For further advice: Lee Tompsett



VCE Physics Unit 3 & 4

Unit 3 – Motion, Magnetism and Electricity This unit focuses on understanding how things move. Object 
movement is investigated using Newton’s Laws, Circular Motion, Satellites and studies of Energy. We also look at 
how Electricity is generated using Magnetic Induction and complete the unit by investigating Relativity. 

Areas of Study: Newton’s Laws, Gravitational Motion, Magnetism, Electricity  Relativity

Unit 4 – Waves, Light and Matter In Unit 4 we focus on waves and how they move through a medium. We then 
investigate Light and how it exhibits properties that are both matter and wave like. 

Areas of Study: Mechanical Waves, Light, Electromagnetic Waves, Quantum Physics  Heisenberg’s Uncertainty 
Principle

Preparation Subjects: VCE Physics 1 & 2 VCE

Companion Subject: Mathematical Methods Units 3 & 4 

For further advice: Hayden Hogan

VCE Psychology Unit 3 & 4
Unit 3 - Course Outline: In this unit students examine the functioning of the nervous system to explain how the 
human nervous system enables a person to interact with the world around them. They explore how stress may 
affect a person’s psychological functioning and consider the causes and management of stress. Students 
investigate how mechanisms of memory and learning lead to the acquisition of knowledge, the development of 
new capacities and changed behaviours. They consider the limitations and fallibility of memory and how 
memory can be improved. 

Areas of Study: The Nervous System and psychological functioning  Learning and Memory  Research Methods 

Unit 4 - Course Outline: In this unit students examine the nature of consciousness and how changes in levels 
of consciousness can affect mental processes and behaviour. They consider the role of sleep and the impact 
that sleep disturbances may have on a person’s functioning. Students explore the concept of a mental health 
continuum and apply a biopsychosocial approach, as a scientific model, to analyse mental health and disorder. 
They use specific phobia to illustrate how the development and management of a mental disorder can be 
considered as an interaction between biological, psychological and social factors. 

Areas of Study: States of consciousness,Mental Health, Research Methods

For further advice: Hayden Hogan



VCE Environmental science Units 3 & 4
Unit 3 - How can biodiversity and development be sustained?

Course Outline - In this unit students focus on environmental management through the application of 
sustainability principles. They explore the value of the biosphere to all living things by examining the concept of 
biodiversity and the ecosystem services important for human health and well-being. They analyse the processes 
that threaten biodiversity and evaluate biodiversity management strategies for a selected threatened endemic 
animal or plant species. 

Areas of Study: Why is maintaining biodiversity worth a sustained effort? When is development sustainable? 

Unit 4 - How can climate change and the impacts of human energy use be managed?

Course Outline - In this unit students explore different factors that contribute to the variability of Earth’s climate 
and that can affect living things, human society and the environment at local, regional and global scales. Students 
compare sources, availability, reliability and efficiencies of renewable and non-renewable energy resources in 
order to evaluate the suitability and consequences of their use in terms of upholding sustainability principles.

Areas of Study: How can we respond to climate change? What might be a more sustainable mix of energy 

For Further Advice: Mark Snel

VCE Agricultural and Horticultural Studies Units3 & 4
Note: This subject is offered through St Mary MacKillop College

VCE Agricultural and Horticultural Studies develops students' understanding of sustainable agricultural 
and horticultural systems within current economic, social and environmental contexts, and in view of 
ethical considerations. Sustainable management of food and fibre industries is vital for local, national 
and global markets. This study provides opportunities for students to experience and understand these 
primary industries, with a particular focus on the ways in which change and innovation are reshaping 
practices, careers and business opportunities. The broad, applied nature of VCE Agricultural and 
Horticultural Studies prepares students for further studies and careers in agriculture, horticulture, land 
management, agricultural business practice and natural resource management.

For Further Advice: See Careers



Humanities

VCE History Units 3 & 4 (Revolutions)

The study of revolutions provides an exciting opportunity to learn about major historical crisis and their effects on the 
societies in which they occur. We ask the questions, what events caused these explosive social upheavals? What factors 
inspired people to revolt? What impacts did their actions have on the country and the international scene?

In Units 3 and 4, students will study the Chinese Revolution and the Russian Revolution. (Unit 1 and 2 are not a 
prerequisite for this subject.) For the two selected revolutions, both of these areas of study will be explored:

Unit 3: Revolutionary ideas, leaders, movements and events 

Area of Study: Analyse the cause of the revolution and evaluate the contribution of significant ideas, events, individuals 
and popular movements

Unit 4: Creating a new society 

Area of Study: Analyse the consequences of the revolution and evaluate the extent of change brought to society by 
looking at significant ideas, events, individuals and popular movements. 

For further advice: De Rosewarne



Technology Studies

VCE Design and Technology Units 3 & 4
This study has a range of focus areas, all are based on developing student knowledge of materials and 
production processes. Students will design and make products to solve a problem for a client or end user. 

Unit 3 - Product Development: This course focuses on product development, evaluation and marketing. The 
study involves a range of materials (metal, wood, glass and plastic) which will be used in the course of the study 
to design, investigate and produce a product with an extensive evaluation report outlining the final effectiveness 
of the product. 

Areas of Study: Product development in industry  Students will learn to about aesthetic appeal and product 
function,Effective marketing of a product, Product comparison 

Unit 4 - Product Evaluation and Marketing: This study has a range of focus areas, all are based on developing 
student knowledge of materials and production processes. Students will design and make products and solve 
problems.

Areas of Study: Product development in industry, Students will learn to about aesthetic appeal and product 
function, Effective marketing of a product, Product comparison

Special Conditions: Students may elect to specialise in either the Wood or Metal focus of the course.

Associated cost: Project materials - estimated average cost of project materials is $180 depending on 
materials used.

For further advice: Jamie Astall



VCE Food Studies Units 3 & 4

Unit 3 - Food in Daily Life

In this unit students investigate the many roles and everyday influences of food. Area of Study 1 explores the 
science of food: our physical need for it and how it nourishes and sometimes harms our bodies. Area of Study 2 
focuses on influences on food choices: how communities, families and individuals change their eating patterns 
over time and how our food values and behaviours develop within social environments. 

Unit 4 - Food Choices, Health and Wellbeing

In this area of study students focus on patterns of eating in Australia and the influences on the food we eat. 
Students look at relationships between social factors and food access and choices, as well as the social and 
emotional roles of food in shaping and expressing identity and how food may link to psychological factors. 

Associated cost: approximately $70 per unit / semester ($140 full year)

For further advice: Holly Ingram, Shane Domaille



VVOCATIONALL EDUCATIONN && TRAININGG COURSESS 

Students can commence a VET program in Years 10, 11 or 12

Students may enroll in up to 2 VET programs at a time as 
peracceleration policy

Why choose a VET course?

VETT Courses 
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VET courses 
VET credit into VCE & VCAL

VM

VCE students: 

VCE Vocational Major students:

 the VCE Vocational Major

 the VCE Vocational Major

Pathways Planning Tool for VET and VCE VM



Vocational Education and Training (VET) 

• VET courses are nationally recognised qualifications.

• Year 10, 11 and 12 students can enrol into VET.   Students may enrol in up to two VET courses at a time as per the SHC 
Acceleration policy.   

• VET contributes towards VCE or VCE‐VM.

• VET courses are recognised for credit within the Unit 1 & 2 and Unit 3 & 4 VCE structure.  Most VET courses contribute to an 
ATAR like a VCE subject would.   The exceptions are VET Automotive and VET Building & Construction. 

• Scored VET courses provide a study score to contribute towards their ATAR if students complete SACs and the exam in their 
second year.  

• Non‐scored VET subjects (without SACs or exams) may also contribute to the ATAR as a 5th or 6th subject by adding 10% of the 
average of the student’s four best study scores.   

• VET students must complete all Year 1 Units of Competencies before they are able to progress into Year 2.  

• VET allows students to gain technical skills, employability skills and specialized knowledge towards their chosen industry.  

• VET requires students to participate in Structured Workplace Learning (SWL) Work Placements where they work (under 
supervision) in an industry‐related organisation for on‐site experience.   Students need two weeks (80 hours) of Work 
Placement over the two years. 

• VET learning resources and materials are free to all VET students.  The Victorian Government has provided additional funding 
to ensure all VET students have the same opportunity to successfully complete their course/s.  

Course code and title: 
AUR20720 Certificate II Automotive Vocational Preparation 
Course outline:  

Students will learn basic mechanical knowledge that are necessary for employment in the automotive industry. This qualification 
reflects the role of individuals who perform a limited range of tasks relating to identifying and inspecting mechanical and electrical 
systems of light vehicles, heavy vehicles, outdoor power equipment, bicycles, marine craft and motorcycles. This qualification also 
covers the skills and knowledge required to perform minor maintenance and repair of an automotive vehicle body. This VET course is 
non‐scored.   
Year 1 Units of Competencies:

Follow safe working practices in an automotive workplace                 Use and maintain tools and equipment in an automotive workplace 

Resolve routine problems in an automotive workplace                                  Follow environmental and sustainability best practice in an automotive workplace 

Identify automotive mechanical systems and components                          Identify automotive electrical systems and components 

Carry out basic electrical systems and components                                          Carry out basic vehicle servicing operations 

Inspect, test and service batteries 

Year 2 Units of Competencies:

Communicate effectively in an automotive workplace   Operate electrical test equipment 

Solder electrical wiring and circuits              Construct and test basic electronic circuits 

Construct and test basic electronic circuits                                                         Dismantle and assemble four‐stroke multi cylinder petrol engine 

Remove and replace wheel and tyre assemblies Remove and replace brake assemblies 

For further advice: Chris Grant 

VET Automotive 



Course code and title: 
22338VIC Certificate II in Building and Construction 
Course outline:  

Certificate II in Building and Construction allows students to gain a variety of skills to enhance their opportunity to gain apprenticeship in 
the building industry. This qualification provide learners with beginner‐level industry specific skills and knowledge for a career in 
carpentry, bricklaying, plumbing, electrical work, house painting and/or building inspector.  This VET course is non‐scored.   
Year 1 Units of Competencies:

Install basic external cladding Apply basic levelling techniques 

Work safe in the construction industry  Provide basic emergency life support 

Install basic window and doors  Identify and handle carpentry tools and equipment 

Interpret and apply basic plans and drawings

Year 2 Units of Competencies:

Construct basic sub floor  Construct basic wall frames 

Construct basic roof frames  Perform basic setting out 

Erect and safely use working platform 

For further advice: Ian Goodes 

VET Building and Construction  

VET Community Service  
Course code and title: 
CHC22015 Certificate II in Community Service 
Course outline: 

Certificate II in Community Service allows students to gain a knowledge of a variety of community service areas such as childcare, aged 
care and disability sectors. This qualification may be used as a pathway for workforce entry as community services workers who provide 
a first point of contact and assist individuals in meeting their immediate needs. This VET course has a scored program for students 
interested in obtaining an ATAR.    
Year 1 Units of Competencies:

Manage personal stress in the workplace Use Strategies to respond to routine workplace problems

Provide first point of contact Provide first aid

Communicate and work in health or community service Organise and complete daily work activities

Work with diverse people Interact effectively with others at work

Participate in workplace health and safety

Year 2 Units of Competencies:

Work within a community development framework Respond to client needs

Implement participation and engagement strategies

For further advice: Kylie Gardner 



VET Engineering  
Course code and title: 
22470VIC Certificate II in Engineering Studies 
Course outline: 
This course allows students to gain a variety of skills to work in steel and metal industries. This qualification will teach the basic factual, 
technical and procedural knowledge to perform a range of jobs (fitter & turner, boilermaker, welder or tool maker) in the manufacturing 
industries. Projects include a toolbox, plum bob, mini clamp and a small engine. This VET course has a scored program for students 
interested in obtaining an ATAR. 
Year 1 Units of Competencies:

Use hand tools Select and interpret drawings and prepare three dimensional (3D) sketches and drawings

Apply basic fabrication techniques Use power tools and hand held operations

Perform basic machining processes Report on a range of sectors in the manufacturing, engineering and related industries

Perform metal machining operations  Apply principles of occupational health and safety in the work environment 

Year 2 Units of Competencies:

Undertake a basic engineering project Perform intermediate engineering computations

Produce basic engineering components and products using fabrication and machining operations

For further advice: Brett Theobald

VET Cookery
Course code and title: 
SIT20421 Certificate II in Cookery
Course outline: 
Cert II in Cookery allows students to gain a variety of skills to work in a cooking or catering environment. This qualification provides a 
pathway to work in organisations such as restaurants, hotels, catering operations, clubs, pubs, cafes, and coffee shops; and institutions 
such as aged care facilities, hospitals, prisons, and schools. This VET course has a scored program for students interested in obtaining an 
ATAR. 
Year 1 Units of Competencies:

Participate in safe work practices Use hygienic practices for food safety

Use food preparation equipment Prepare and present simple dishes 

Clean kitchen premises and equipment Prepare dishes using basic methods of cookery 

Maintain the quality of perishable supplies  Source and use information on the hospitality industry

Work effectively with others

Year 2 Units of Competencies:

Prepare appetizers and salad Prepare stocks, sauces and soups

Prepare vegetable, fruit, egg and farinaceous dishes Prepare poultry dishes

Use cookery skills effectively

**Please note that this is a new qualification and several Units of Competencies may changed for 2023**

For further advice: Kylie Gardner 



VET Sport & Recreation 
Course code and title: 
SIS30115 Certificate III in Sport & Recreation 
Course outline:  
This course prepares students to develop skills for further education or employment in the community recreation industry. This 
qualification reflects the multi‐skilled role of individuals in operational and customer support positions in the sport or community 
recreation industry. They work in locations such as fitness centres, sporting grounds or complexes, leisure and aquatic centres and 
community recreation centres. This VET course has a scored program for students interested in obtaining an ATAR. 
Year 1 Units of Competencies:

Participate in workplace health and safety Respond to emergency situations

Conduct sport, fitness or recreation events Provide first aid

Book athlete travel and accommodation Conduct non‐instructional sport, fitness or recreation sessions

Use social media tools for collaboration and engagement Provide quality service

Participate in conditioning for sport  Organise personal work priorities and development 

Year 2 Units of Competencies:

Plan and conduct program Facilitate groups

Conduct sport coaching with foundation level participants Participate in WHS hazard identification, risk assessment and risk control

Educate user groups

For further advice: Whitney Kennedy 



Pathways Planning Tools Years 10 – 12 and beyond 

Students who are planning their Year 10, VCE or VCE VM program should investigate how choices at Year 10 and 11 affect their Year 12 program. In doing so, 
they should consider their Year 10 program and how it has prepared them for the choices they are making at Year 11. There are no prerequisites for VCE or 
VCE VM subjects, however prior school performance at Year 10 can be a good indicator of the likelihood of success at this level. Students and parents may 
also put plans in place to support student choices, like attending the homework program or developing a home study strategy. 

Year 10  Year 11  Year 12  Further study – TAFE / 
University 

Apprenticeships/work 
English  VCE  VCE  University planning 

Maths – General or Methods  English and/or Literature  English and/or Literature  Prerequisites – these 
subjects must be done in 
Yr 12 Science A     

History  Electives:  Electives: 

Physical Ed –   1.  1. 

If wishing to accelerate use the left hand side  2.  2.  What subjects are studied 
in the first year that 
would be useful to do in 
yr 12 that are not a 
prerequisite? 

Accelerate  ‐ Yr 11 VCE or VET  Standard Yr 10  3.  3. 

1.   Electives:  4.  4. 

  1.  5.   

Elective  2.  Reserves.  Reserves:  TAFE planning 
Some courses have 
prerequisites that are not 
subject based, e.g. age. 
We recommend that you 
research early. 

1.  3.  1.  1. 

2.  4.  2.  2. 

3.  5.  VCE‐ VM  VCE‐VM 

Reserves  Reserves  1. VET  1. VET   

1.  1.  2. VET or VCE   

2.  2.  Reserve  Reserve  Apprenticeship / work  
Work experience 
SBAT 

3.  3.  1.  2. 



 

 

 
 
 
The VCE Vocational Major is a new vocational and applied learning program that sits 
within the VCE. It is four new subjects that have been added to the VCE that will 
make up the core of your program. It takes what is called an ‘Applied Learning 
approach”. Applied learning involves students engaging in relevant and authentic 
learning experiences. It is a method of learning where theoretical information comes 
to life for students in a real world context that relates directly to their own future, is 
within their own control and is within an environment where they feel safe and 
respected. Students’ knowledge grows and expands as they take action to learn, 
reflect on that action and plan how to do it better next time. 
 
The VCE Vocational Major is the replacement for the Intermediate and Senior VCAL. 
It is a two year program over Year 11 and 12. Only students who enrol in the full 
program can choose these new VCE VM studies. 
 
The VCE Vocational Major will prepare students to move successfully into 
apprenticeships, traineeships, further education and training, university through 
alternative entry programs or directly into the workforce. The four main studies are 
assessed at a school level through authentic assessment activities. There are no 
external examinations for the VCE VM studies and therefore students do not receive 
a study score, and are not eligible to receive an ATAR. 
 
Students who have completed the satisfactory completion requirements of the VCE 
VM will receive a Victorian Certificate of Education with the words Vocational Major 
on it to recognise their achievements. 

 
 

HOW IS THE VCE VM STRUCTURED? 
 
The VCE Vocational Major has specific subjects designed to prepare students for a 
vocational pathway. The subjects are VCE VM Literacy, VCE VM Numeracy, VCE 
VM Work Related Skills, and VCE VM Personal Development Skills (and 180 hours 
of VET at Certificate II level or above). 
 
Each subject has four units and each unit has a set of outcomes which are assessed 
through a range of learning activities and tasks. 
 
Students will apply knowledge and skills in practical settings and also undertake 
community-based activities and projects that involve working in a team. 
 
 
 

 VCE Vocational Major 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

WHAT DO I HAVE TO DO TO GET MY VCE VM? 
 
. 
Students must successfully finish at least 16 units, including: 

 3 VCE VM Literacy or VCE English units (including a Unit 3–4 sequence) 
 3 other Unit 3-4 sequences • 2 VCE VM Numeracy or VCE Mathematics units 
 2 VCE VM Work Related Skills units 
 2 VCE VM Personal Development Skills units, and 
 2 VET credits at Certificate II level or above (180 hours) 
 Most students will undertake between 16-20 units over the two years. You can 

also do other VCE subjects, and structured workplace learning 
 
WHO DECIDES IF I HAVE SATISFACTORILY COMPLETED A VCE OR VCE VM 

UNIT? 
 
 
The result of Satisfactory or Not Satisfactory is determined at a school level for each 
unit. This decision is based on the work submitted and must follow the VCAA, and 
school, rules and procedures. 
 

CAN I COMBINE VCE SUBJECTS WITH VCE VM SUBJECTS? 
 
 

Yes. Students may access and gain credit for any VCE subject in addition to the 
mandatory requirements of the VCE VM. 
 

CAN I PARTICIPATE IN STRUCTURED WORKPLACE LEARNING (SWL) OR A 
SCHOOL BASED APPRENTICESHIP OR TRAINEESHIP (SBAT) AS A PART OF 

THE VCE VM? 
 
 

Yes, SWL or an SBAT can be included in the VCE VM. Students can receive credit 
for time in the workplace via Structured Workplace Learning Recognition. 
 
 

Pathways Planning Tool for VET and VCE VM  

Please use the Pathways Planning Tool at the 
start of the VCE Section to assist in selecting 

your program. 
 



Literacy

Literacy empowers students to read, write, speak and listen in different contexts. Literacy enables students to 
understand the different ways in which knowledge and opinion are represented and developed in daily life in 
the 21st Century. The development of literacy in this study design is based upon applied learning principles, 
making strong connections between students’ lives and their learning. By engaging with a wide range of 
content drawn from a range of local and global cultures, forms and genres, including First Nations Peoples’ 
knowledge and voices, students learn how information can be shown through print, visual, oral, digital and 
multimodal representations. 

Along with the literacy practices necessary for reading and interpreting meaning, it is important that students 
develop their capacity to respond to information. Listening, viewing, reading, speaking and writing are 
developed so that students can communicate effectively both in writing and orally. A further key part of literacy 
is that students develop their understanding of how written, visual and oral communication are designed to 
meet the demands of different audiences, purposes and contexts, including workplace, vocational and 
community contexts. This understanding helps students develop their own writing and oracy, so that they 
become confident in their use of language in a variety of settings. 

Numeracy

VCE VM Numeracy empowers students to use mathematics to make sense of the world and apply mathematics in a context for a 
social purpose. Numeracy gives meaning to mathematics, where mathematics is the tool (knowledge and skills) to be applied 
efficiently and critically. Numeracy involves the use and application of a range of mathematical skills and knowledge which arise in a 
range of different contexts and situations. 

VCE VM Numeracy enables students to develop logical thinking and reasoning strategies in their everyday activities. It develops 
students’ problem-solving skills, and allows them to make sense of numbers, time, patterns and shapes for everyday activities like 
cooking, gardening, sport and travel. Through the applied learning principles Numeracy students will understand the mathematical
requirements for personal organisation matters involving money, time and travel. They can then apply these skills to their everyday 
lives to recognise monetary value, understand scheduling and timetabling, direction, planning, monetary risk and reward. 

VCE VM Numeracy is based on an applied learning approach to teaching, ensuring students feel empowered to make informed 
choices about the next stage of their lives through experiential learning and authentic learning experiences. 

VCE Vocational Major Numeracy focuses on enabling students to develop and enhance their numeracy skills to make sense of their 
personal, public and vocational lives. Students develop mathematical skills with consideration of their local, national and global 
environments and contexts, and an awareness and use of appropriate technologies. 

This study allows students to explore the underpinning mathematical knowledge of number and quantity, measurement, shape, 
dimensions and directions, data and chance, the understanding and use of systems and processes, and mathematical relationships 
and thinking. This mathematical knowledge is then applied to tasks which are part of the students’ daily routines and practices, but 
also extends to applications outside the immediate personal environment, such as the workplace and community. 



Personal Development Skills

The VCE VM Personal Development Skills study focuses on helping students develop personal identity and 
individual pathways to optimal health and wellbeing. It begins with concepts of personal identity and the range 
of factors that contribute to an individual’s perception of self. Students will investigate health in their 
community and play an active, participatory role in designing and implementing activities to improve 
community health and wellbeing. 

Students will examine community participation and how people work together effectively to achieve shared 
goals. They will investigate different types of communities at a local, national, and global level. Students will 
look at active citizenship and they will investigate the barriers and enablers to problem solving within the 
community. Students understand different perspectives on issues affecting their community, they will also 
plan, implement and evaluate an active response to community need. 

The study examines interpersonal skills and social awareness in different settings and contexts. Students will 
examine leadership qualities and the characteristics of effective leaders and how these qualities can be 
applied to the achievement of goals within personal and community contexts. Students participate in an 
extended project relating to a community issue. Students will identify environmental, cultural, economic and 
social issues affecting the community and select one for an extended community project. Students will reflect 
on how community awareness of their selected issue can be improved. 

Work Related Skills

VCE VM Work Related Skills allows students to understand and apply concepts and terminology related to the 
workplace and further studies to understand the complex and rapidly changing world of work and workplace 
environments. It helps students understand and develop their skills, knowledge, capabilities and attributes as 
they relate to further education and employment, to develop effective communication skills to enable self-
reflection and self-promotion and to practically apply their skills and knowledge. 

This subject requires students to think about and investigate potential employment pathways, to develop a 
career action plan, to seek appropriate advice and feedback on planned career and further study objectives. 
Students are required to consider the distinction between essential employability skills, specialist, and 
technical work skills; to understand transferable skills and identify their personal skill and capabilities and 
promote them through development of a cover letter and resume and through mock interviews. 

Students also learn about healthy, collaborative and productive workplaces, workplace relationships and 
investigate key areas relating to workplace relations, including pay conditions and dispute resolution. Students 
look at how teamwork and effective communication contribute to a healthy, collegiate workplace. Students 
also learn about promoting themselves and their skills by developing an extensive professional portfolio to use 
for further education and employment applications. 
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