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CULINARY CHALLENGE DELIGHTS

SWAN HILL COLLEGE 
CALENDAR 2022
August 24 Staff Planning Day — Student Free Day

August 31 Year 8 — The Man Cave & Flourish Girls 
Program 

September 5 Parent/Teacher Interviews — Student 
Free Day

September 7 The GAT — for all students completing a 
Unit 3 & 4 subject

September 16 Last Day of Term 3 — Footy Colours Day

PRINCIPAL’S REPORT

 WELCOME MALI

This week saw Swan Hill College take out the Murray 
River Culinary Challenge Regional Finals against 
McKillop College and Kerang Technical High School. 
This is a feather that hasn’t been in our cap for many 
years! Year 2 VET Kitchen Operations students Lily 
Benbow & Kobe Davison were our very capable 
representatives. The strong competition had to 
produce a 3 course meal to the local judges under very 
strict time conditions. An appetizer of bruschetta with 
rocket and parmesan salad was served first, followed in 
quick succession by a main course of a pork tenderloin 
with spinach and mushrooms, with a sherry cream 
sauce and roasted sweet potato. The final course was a 
flourless chocolate, hazelnut and buttermilk cake with 
pistachio cream. These 2 students are now off to the 
Grand Final in Shepparton representing  the Murray 
Mallee LLEN. Congratulations to all involved in such a 
wonderful local event. 

Last week we welcomed onsite our newest staff member, Mali, our wellbeing dog. Mali is a 4 month old groodle and has been 
funded by DET’s Mental Health Menu program specifically to enhance students wellbeing and learning environment. Students 
were super excited for this wonderful new experience. Mali’s primary carer and a core group of staff have completed the intense 
training, with basic training provided to all staff and students in readiness for Mali’s arrival. Mali’s best interests will always be at the 
forefront, whilst we enjoy the proven benefits of a wellbeing dog in our school community. 

All staff and students learnt and followed the 3 expectations, ensuring Mali’s first day onsite was a huge success. The introduction 
phase is most important to ensure Mali integrates well into our school environment and is relaxed at all times. Expectation 1. 
Greet the person, not Mali. 2. Give Mali space. 3.Keep moving, don’t stand and stare. The initial settling in stage will only be for 
a short period of time after which we will then enjoy the full benefits of a wellbeing dog. Mali enjoyed wandering around her new 
environment, visiting new places, seeing the students in the classrooms and on the netball court! Mali has her own email address 
and sends regular updates to the students, encouraging students to reply and ask any questions they may have. Welcome Mali! 

The year seems to be moving by at a rapid rate and the end of 
Term 3 will be here before we know it. COVID and influenza have 
had a huge impact on our community over the winter months and 
it will be nice to start enjoying some warmer weather as we move 
into spring. Remember if you are unwell stay at home. Wearing a 
mask is still the best way to stop others getting sick.

School Council welcomed Kat Kiel to the last meeting as our 
newest parent representative. School Council is an important part 
of the school’s process of getting feedback and making decisions. 
We still have one parent representative position vacant for anyone 
out there who wants to be part of School Council.

Over the next week or so parents will receive an email about the 
Parent Opinion Survey which is conducted each year. I would 
encourage all of our parents to complete this. The data which we 
get from the survey is particularly good feedback for the school 
and helps us to make more informed decisions about future 
programs for the school.

Andrew Sartori — Principal

 VET COMMUNITY SERVICES RAISING AWARENESS
Last Friday our students enjoyed the warmth 
and comfort of their Pajamas for the day. Year 
11 students Rebecca and Madelyn Dale explain 
further.

As part our VET Community Services class we 
reached out to Mallee Family Care, our local 
leading human services provider of the Mallee 
region focusing on the equality and fairness of 
the local community. We chose Mallee Family 
Care, not only because they fit into Homeless 
awareness week but also because homelessness 
is a topic that although we know about, we 
don’t know the extent of. Especially in Swan 
Hill. A total of $300 was raised, in which will go 
toward funding Mallee Family Care’s equipment 
supporting a division of the homeless community 
in the Mallee District. Products such as fuel and 
Coles grocery gift cards will be purchased as well 
as outdoor gear to assist those rough sleeping.

We are grateful for everyone’s support and 
hope to have brought more awareness around 
homelessness in Swan Hill.

 HANDS ON LEARNING
Our Hands on Learning group recently attended the Mallee 
Machinery Field Days in Speed. Students enjoyed looking 
at new technologies in Agriculture and discussing possible 
employment opportunities. 


