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BATTLE OF AUSTRALIA

SWAN HILL COLLEGE 
CALENDAR 2022
October 19 Last Day for Year 12 students

October 20 Immunisations — Yr 7 & additional Yr 10s

October 26 Year 12 Exams commence

October 31 Staff Report Writing Day — Student Free 
Day

November 1 Public Holiday — Student Free Day

November 14 Clontarf End of Year Awards Evening

November 14-18 Years 10 & 11 Exams

November 16 Year 12 Exams finish

November 21-25 Jump Start for current Years 10 & 11

November 25 Year 12 Graduation Night
Year 11s last day

December 6-20 Year 10s by appointment only

December 7 2023 Year 7 Information Evening

December 8 FLO Awards and Presentations

December 8 Grade 6 Transition Day 1 — Student Free 
Day

December 9 Grade 6 Transition Day 2

December 12-20 Activities Week 

December 15 Presentation Night

December 20 Last Day of Term — 1.15pm finish

PRINCIPAL’S REPORT Late last term we were fortunate to be given the opportunity to send 19 lucky Year 7 students to Melbourne for the Battle of Australia 
Memorial Service, courtesy of the local RSL Sub-Branch. Year 7 student Jarrah Edge has provided our wider school community with a 
recount of this wonderful experience.

At 5:45am the bus departed on its way to Melbourne, we traveled with 2 members of the RSL Swan Hill, Tooleybuc Central School and 
Swan Hill Primary School. At 10am the bus pulled in to the Shrine, the students were seated and the ceremony begun. 

Firstly Mr. Paul Sheahan greeted us and gave us a brief explanation of how the day would run, then Chaplain Rev. Keith Lanyon gave a 
prayer. That followed by a group of students reading out diary entries of the soldiers that fought in the Battle for Australia. First Yoyo 
Allen, a Yr 6 student from Christ Church Grammar read “the battle of Darwin”, then Zakea John, (Yr 9) from Aitken College read “the 
battle of the coral sea”. Olivia Bradshaw, (Yr 10) from Lilydale High School read “the battle of Kokoda” followed by Steph Sharp (Yr 10) 
from Kyneton SC reading “the battle of Milne Bay”.  Mr. Paul Sheahan then talked about what it was like growing up in 1942. The Cadets 
Club marched around the area and the Catapult Brigade did the same. To conclude the ceremony, everybody rose as Able Seaman 
Maggie James sung “I am Australian” and the Australian National Anthem.

 After the ceremony the students sat on the grass and ate their lunch before being allowed to look around the Shrine of Remembrance. 
We saw uniforms, equipment and weapons. After a good hour of exploring the Shrine, the students boarded the bus and headed for 
Calder Park to have an early tea, arriving home at 6:30pm.

I decided to go to the Battle of Australia Commemoration Day because war has always been interesting to me and I thought the 
commemoration ceremony would be a great chance to further enhance my knowledge on the topic of war. It was a great experience and 
we thank the RSL for inviting us along.

Jarrah Edge — Year 7

 CELEBRATIONS FOR OUR YEAR 12 STUDENTS
The final day of Term 3 
was celebrated with a 
beautiful cake for the 
Year 12 students as they 
completed the final full 
term of their secondary 
education. It was also 
Footy Colours Day with 
an impressive $300 raised 
for the Fight Cancer 
Foundation. This charity 
ensures children continue 
to receive an education 
whilst undergoing cancer 
treatment. We wish all 
our Year 12 students 
the very best heading 
into their final weeks of 
school.

 INTRODUCING THE WONDERFUL NEW INCLUSION OF OUR COLLABORATIVE STORYWALL
A wonderful inclusion of colour and story is our new Collaborative Storywall located on the Pye Street end of 
the Tech building. This project has been one of collaboration and teamwork. Lead by Joel Campbell of the 
Swan Hill Specialist School, students from both SHSS and Swan Hill College joined talents to create the design 
and paint the story. The vibrant colours represent our 4 College houses and the story reflects the journey of our 
students through the 6 year levels together with our signature black swans. The 6 groupings depict each year 
level, from Year 7 to Year 12, from the early entry into secondary school (far left of artwork) up to the wonderful 
heights of achievements our students reach and are capable of.  

Thank you to all who came together to finish this magnificent project for our school grounds, and a special 
thank you to Joel Campbell and the Swan Hill Specialist School for their collaboration.

Welcome back. With the news that isolation rules will be 
further relaxed from October 14 it looks like Term 4 will bring 
us almost to the return of what we considered “normal” pre 
pandemic.

In Term 1 of 2020, the Victorian Government announced a 
mobile phone ban in all Victorian Schools. This ban had a 
significant impact on our students, almost immediately we 
saw a reduction in cyber bullying and an increase in students 
participating in physical activity at lunch and recess. Students 
are required to lock their phones in their lockers from the 
start of the school day until the end. Phones should not be in 
pockets or in bags with the student during the school day.

A reminder to families that as we move out of the cooler 
months students are required to be in full school uniform. 
Please be aware that students are only able to wear the 
sports uniform or blue adidas shorts and the sports polo top 
in Physical Education classes.

Andrew Sartori — Principal


