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SWAN HILL DIVISION SWIMMING

SWAN HILL COLLEGE 
CALENDAR 2023

March 13 Labour Day holiday – pupil free day

March 14 LMR Swimming

March 15 Clontarf BBQ dinner 5:00 – 6:30pm

March 22-24 Enviro Science Camp

March 23 Immunisations for Years 7 and 10

March 28-31 Clontarf AFL camp Years 10-12 in Ballarat

March 30 Parent Teacher Interviews –  pupil free day

April 6 Last day of term - 2:15pm finish

April 24 Term 2 commences

April 25 Anzac Day holiday - pupil free day

April 26 House Athletic sports

May 1 Winter Sports

May 5 Year 12 movie night

May 18 House Cross Country

PRINCIPAL’S REPORT On Tuesday the 21st of February Swan Hill College, placed second in the Swan Hill Division swimming. 
We had fair success with nine students and four relay teams winning the opportunity to swim at the 
Loddon Mallee Region Swimming on the 14th of March, again in Swan Hill. Well done to all students 
who participated or time kept and thanks to staff for their assistance on the day. 

Stuart McGregor – Sports Co-ordinator

Principals Update
Since our last newsletter Andrew Sartori has started his new 
regional role, working with principals in schools throughout the 
area. On behalf of the school and wider community, I would 
like to take this opportunity to thank Andrew for his 35 years of 
service at Swan Hill College. His personality, leadership and work 
is intrinsically woven into so many parts of this school. He has 
built strong relationships with staff, students, parents and the 
wider community. We wish him the best in his new role.

Mobile Phones
We have noticed a rise in the usage of mobile phones at school. 
In 2020, the Department of Education introduced a new policy 
where mobile phones were required to be stored securely for 
the day. The aim of this policy was to provide a safe environment 
to learn without inappropriate mobile phone use (including 
cyberbullying) or distractions and greater opportunities for social 
interaction and physical activity during recess and lunchtimes. 
We ask that you remind your child to keep their mobile phone 
locked in their locker during the school day. In emergencies, 
parents can contact their children through the school office. You 
can find further information at this website  https://www.vic.gov.
au/mobile-phones-schools Our Mobile Phone policy can also be 
found on the College website.

Sleep
As the term continues, it becomes increasingly important to 
ensure that our students are getting enough sleep each night. 
While this is important for everyone, it is particularly important 
for our Year 11 and 12 students who will not only have the 
temptation to stay up late to complete school work, but will also 
experience the pressures of having a social life.

Year 7 Camp
Last Friday our Year 7 students and several staff members 
returned from their camp at Billabong Ranch in Echuca. They 
enjoyed a break from normal schooling to experience a range of 
activities including horse riding, orienteering, archery, etc. From 
the reports I have had from Mr Weston and Mrs Sutton, the 
students had a great time and represented our community well. 
A huge thank you to the staff who attended this camp.

School Council 
The College has vacancies for new members on its School 
Council. If you would like to be part of the decision making 
process at the College, we encourage you to nominate. Training 
and support is available for those who have no experience 
but would like to be involved. Please contact Cindy Hogan at 
the College for a nomination form. Nomination forms must be 
received at the College by 4pm, Wednesday 15 March.

Kristen Le Gassick – Acting Principal

 BUS TRAVELLERS
Please remember the following points when travelling on a bus for the safety of yourself and others around you:
• You are only to get off the bus at the school you are enrolled at.
• Once you are at your school, you are to remain on school grounds.
• If your bus is in the bay, PLEASE BOARD.
• If you need to wait for your bus, BE AT THE CORRECT GATE READY TO BOARD THE BUS WHEN IT ARRIVES.
• STAFF ONLY are to be on the footpath outside of the school yard when buses are moving, either into the bay or out.
• When travelling on the bus, remain seated with your SEAT BELT ON (where fitted).
• Please refrain from eating whilst on the bus. There are a number of fellow travellers who have severe allergies to certain foods.
•  If you are a bus traveller you are not to leave the school grounds until you board your bus. That means no visiting the shop across 

the road.
• No ball games are to be played in the bus exchange area.
• Be respectful to other travellers, bus drivers and staff on duty.

Points on the day:
MacKillop    915
SHC    591
Cohuna    453
Kerang    210

14 Female
Ella Atkin

15 Male
Willem Pye

=17 Male
Oscar Hickox

Darcy
Butler

Brodie
Van Heumen

Hunter
Wells

Mitch
Uhlhorn

Jack
Fielder

Cody
McIntyre

Age Champions Students who also qualified individually for LMR:

 YEAR 7 CAMP
Our Year 7 campers enjoyed their time away at the Echuca Billabong Ranch. The manager of the ranch Kerri and her team 
organised many activities such as bush first aid, horse riding, paddle boats, feeding animals and mini golf. Kerri shared her love of 
animals and everyone enjoyed getting a chance to meet her dog Tigga as they wandered around the grounds. 

Our first night bush walk had Apples the goat tag along. We saw camels, the Texas u-horn and many other animals. The line up for 
the best ice cream this side of Texas was always long as we all debated the best flavour while eating at the ranch.

Campers got to compete for the cleanest cabin and the quietest cabin, we celebrated the quietest cabin being awarded to the 
same room twice, well done! We learnt to lasoo like a wrangler and played lasoo tag in the sand arena, which was a big highlight for 
the campers. We bounced as high as the sky on the bungee trampolines, with college staff showing off their skills to the campers, 
inducing many laughs. 

The ranch style eating hall was a popular place for conversations about the day. Students left their boots at the door and sat down 
for home style meals such as lasagne, schnitzel and roast beef. 

Campers came in their best onsie for the outback movie night on the big screen and the Disney movie “Cars” was enjoyed by all. 

There were many laughs, great moments and strong friendships made. Thanks for the memories Billabong Ranch. 

Daniel Weston – Year 7 Manager

 YEAR 12 LEGAL STUDIES SPEAKER
On Thursday 16th February, Solicitor Mr Wayne Walsh from Mallee Family Care visited the College as a guest speaker in the Year 
12 Legal Studies class. The Year 12 students, as part of their studies, were learning about the role of Community Legal Centres. 
Mr Walsh was able to provide them with a range of factual material on how Community Legal Centres operate, the services they 
provide to the community, and the range of casework undertaken. He also spoke to the students about what a day in the life of a 
Solicitor is like, and how rewarding working as a Solicitor in a Community Legal Centre can be. The students and I are extremely 
appreciative of Mr Walsh making the time to visit the school and provide the students with such valuable information that they 
could use in their coursework.  

Jo Simpson – Legal Studies teacher


