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PRINCIPAL’S REPORT

Last week, all four principals from Swan Hill College attended the state-wide
Principal Conference in Melbourne, joining over 3,000 colleagues from across
Victoria. We participated in a wide range of workshops and heard from inspiring
speakers on the current state and future direction of public education.

While it’s clear that rural schools face unique challenges compared to our
metropolitan counterparts, we came away from the conference feeling
incredibly proud of the work happening at SHC. In many areas, we believe we
are leading the way — continuing programs that some schools have had to
pause due to teacher shortages. These include our camp program, targeted
literacy support, broad subject offerings, and our commitment to the FLO
campus. There was a real sense of pride among us as we reflected on the
direction Swan Hill College is heading.

As you read this, our Year 7 students are returning from camp. By all accounts,
they’ve had a fantastic time, and staff have praised their enthusiasm and
resilience. We look forward to sharing more about their adventure upon their
return.

Next week is a significant one for our senior students. Years 10 and 11 begin
their exams, and our Unit 3+4 students (both VCE and VM) will sit the General
Achievement Test (GAT) on Tuesday, June 17. If you’re unsure about what your
child should be doing during this time, please don’t hesitate to contact the
Senior School team.

Please also note that Tuesday, June 17 will be a pupil-free day. Staff will be using
the day for assessment and to begin training on Compass — a new platform we
will be transitioning to in 2026. This marks the beginning of a shift away from
Daymap, with staff learning and trialling the system this year before we begin
supporting families through the change. We’'ll provide plenty of information and
support along the way to ensure a smooth transition.

De Rosewarne — Principal
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COMMUNITY ROAD MAP

On Monday the 12th of May, School Captains, Aix O’Meara and | were lucky enough to join the company of Assistant Principal Luke Dalton in
attending a Community Road Map session at the local Grain Shed. This event was hosted by some lovely ladies from the Foundation for
Rural and Regional Renewal introducing the Investing in Rural Community Future program- aiming to bring their vision of expanding the non
-for-profit sector within Swan Hill. The group based on the values of philanthropy were amazing hosts and effectively facilitated dozens of
inspiring conversations.

The room was filled with many different people all representing their slice within the community, while Alix and | were the youngest in the
room, we felt honoured to provide the youth voice behind the ideas curated. The aim of this session was to reflect on the current strengths
of Swan Hill and make suggestions for areas of improvement.

A common vision that was held amongst the people | was able to speak to was increasing the connections between businesses across the
community to strengthen the local economy and to aim to increase the number of youth volunteers across the community.

Swan Hill are incredibly lucky to have been chosen to be one of the hosting towns for this program, and should see a grant of $600,000
allocated to expanding the NFP sector and strengthening the community values of Swan Hill, finding where to allocate these funds will be an
impartial process that sees input from the entire community to seek what is the most beneficial causes, rather than a competitive or self-
priority process.

| look forward to seeing the endless benefits the IRCF program will have for the future of Swan Hill!

Dekoda Barber - School Captain

Gnurad Gundidj—School for Student Leadership

This week’s captains’ report is a
little different, with myself and the
other students from Swan Hill
College that were lucky enough to
be accepted to the Gnurad Gundidj
School for Student Leadership each
sharing a brief summary of our time
here at Gnurad Gundidj.

So far we have completed classes on empathy, resilience, identity, health and
wellbeing and LLP (Local Learning Project). We are also working on team
building, including building a bridge out of rope and pine posts, and going on a
canoeing expo for two nights, waking up so cold you couldn’t feel your toes.
This experience has been wonderful and is really teaching me how to improve
my leadership skills, and also how to build good friendships with different
people.

Ruby Eastwood - Junior School Captain

Hi my name is Kruz | will be sharing with you, a small summary of my life and
time here at the School for Student Leadership. | am the youngest of six, and
love sport and to work hard. My time here has taught me a few things; I’'m
interested in giving back and it’s a great thing to do, being kind takes you a long
way, and a message | want to put out there, is don’t be scared to be yourself
and have a good time. Thank you.

I'm Jake and so far, it been a great experience. I've learnt so much not only
about myself, but all the learning concepts here. I've made a lot of new friends,
and talked to so many new people and had great experiences with them.

Hi, I'm Remi and this is my report midway through the SSL. So far at this school |
have completed many challenges giving me a variety of new skills and benefits.
I am more willing to try new things, and take time to reflect on the day or
things that have challenged me. | am loving it and can’t wait to see everyone
back at home.

Hi, as the fifth student from Swan Hill College, | have made so many friends
from different towns/suburbs of Victoria, while being at Gnurad Gundidj School
for Student Leadership. | have learnt that | am capable of being away from
home for a long period of time, as well as being a good role model, being a
student leader for the first time. | have been to Tower Hill, a National Park near
Warrnambool that has a lot of Indigenous heritage, and also has the largest
dormant volcano in Victoria.

RETURNING TO WHERE IS ALL BEGAN

As an alumnus of Swan Hill College, graduating in 2022, it’s a surreal experience to return just a few years later — not as a student, but as a
pre-service teacher on placement. Now studying secondary education at La Trobe University in Bendigo, I've truly come full circle. It feels
strange to be back — walking through the same corridors where | once sat in classrooms, only now I’'m standing at the front of them. The
shift from being taught by teachers to now working alongside them as colleagues is both interesting and a little mind-bending.

Undertaking my studies at La Trobe University and learning how to teach has been an interesting and rewarding journey — one that began
with the support of the careers office at Swan Hill College. They played a key role in helping me with my university application, and it’s
something I've always appreciated.

It’s no longer just about learning — it’s about learning how to teach and so much more. I’'m not only learning from my mentors, but also
from the students and the wider school community. It’s a great feeling, and I’'m incredibly thankful to Kara, Simba and Thomas who’ve put
their hand up to let me step into their classrooms and lead the learning.

I am especially thankful to De Rosewarne my Year 12 teacher for giving me the opportunity to teach her Year 12 History class. Being able to
teach the very subject | once studied under her felt particularly meaningful. For me, that subject was History: Units 3 and 4 — Revolutions.
Specifically, teaching the Russian Revolution was incredibly exciting. | remember how much | enjoyed learning about it as a student, and
now, here | am, delivering the same content to a new cohort of Year 12s — going from learner to leader in just a few short years.

The experience of returning to your old school — once as a student and now as a teacher — is truly unique. It’s difficult to put into words
how surreal it feels to stand in front of a classroom in the place where you once sat as a student. | highly recommend that future teachers
consider doing a placement at their former school if they get the chance. It offers a powerful perspective shift, and you already come in with
an understanding of how the school operates and a natural connection with the staff. That familiarity can be incredibly supportive as you
grow into the role of a teacher.

Hayden Heritage - Pre-Service Teacher

The Hands on Learning (Hol) students received a generous —
donation of tools from Plantfulness and Save the Children. June13 Yr. 1 VET Sport & Rec; Nyah District PS Fun Day
his th htful eift will hel h . leti Yr. 1 VET Sport & Rec; PS Winter Sports
T |.s thoughttful gift will help support them in completing June 16-20 Year 10/11 Exams
various tasks at school as part of the Wednesday program.
. June 16 Year 9 Morrisby interviews
The Hol program a school-based program dedicated to School Council meeting
hands-on  projects, designed to build Wellbe_lng, June 17-20 Clontarf Melbourne Employment Forum
engagement, and attendance. The program emphasises
X . . . X June 17 Student Free Day
learning by doing, with students working on projects that GAT
benefit the school and community, fostering confidence and —
R June 18-19 Clontarf Training Camp
a sense of achievement.
June 23-27 Smile Bright Dental Van
June 25 Career Pathway in Early Childhood Expo, Grain Shed
June 26 End of Term Assemblies; Harrison Hall. Families welcome
to attend:
P19:00Yr. 11 P29:48 Yr. 10 P311.09 Yr.7
P411:57Yr.9 P51:39Yr. 8 P62:27 Yr. 12
June 27 VET Sport & Rec; SHNPS Winter Sports
July 1-4 Year 8 Camp
July 4 2026 Enrolment forms due
CSEF applications due to schools
Tradies for the Ladies; onsite activities, casual day/wear
pink
Last Day of Term 2 - 2.15pm finish
July 21 Term 3 commences
July 23 TIS Tour
July 28 School Council meeting
July 29 Year 7/10 Immunisations
July 30 Subject Selection Info Sessions & Expo
All SHC dates can be located on our website at
www.shc.vic.edu.au/calendar/

Swam Hill College would like to +havk the following busivesses for their contribution...

BROAD

REALTY

Plantfulness

@ Save the Children




