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PRINCIPAL’S REPORT

Honoring Achievements, Embracing What’s Next

As | write this, our Year 12 students have only a handful of days left
at school. For those of us lucky enough to teach them, it’s a
bittersweet time—students are excited for the future, a little
anxious about exams, and ready to take their next steps.

Year 12 always keeps teachers on their toes; students challenge us
to bring our best, and their feedback is often the most honest and
valuable we receive. While I'll miss my class, | am immensely proud
of this cohort and confident they will go on to achieve amazing
things. | invite our community to join us in celebrating their final
day on October 21%,

This week has also been one of reflection as interviews for our
2026 Student Leadership team have begun. Hearing students share
their experiences at Swan Hill College and offer feedback has been
an honour. We will soon announce our new College Captains as we
farewell our current leaders—Dekoda, Archie, Eva and Alix—at
their upcoming assembly.

This Sunday is Father’s Day, and we’d like to wish all the dads and
father figures in our school community a great day. Whether you’re
celebrating with family, reaching out to someone special, or
remembering those no longer with us, it’s a chance to appreciate
the important role these men play in our lives and what we have
learnt from them. However, you spend it, we hope the day leaves
your cup full.

Finally, a reminder that Parent Teacher Interviews are approaching
on Monday September 15™. This is not only a chance to hear about
progress, but also an ideal time - especially for families of Year 8 to
11 students - to look ahead to subject selections for 2026. Our
Careers Team will be available until 4pm, and members of our
Executive Team will also be on hand between their own interviews.
If you need assistance booking, please contact Leigh Sheehan for
support.

De Rosewarne—Principal
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In what was wild weather at the Swan Hill College last week - the
chilly atmosphere certainly didn't deter students from showing up
and representing the SHC community.

It was exciting to see all the amazingly dressed Year 12 students for
their 'icon day'! Activities like this are certainly essential in
balancing the fun in the educational space amid the approaching
exam season.

Applications have just closed for the Student Leadership positions-
myself and the other current school leaders are keen to hear from
you, and watch the future of Swan Hill College Leadership develop.
On the same note of leadership, it will be amazing to see the Alpine
Student Leadership interviews take place early next term. | strongly
recommend any student who has this chance to take it- speaking
from personal experience this is such an amazing opportunity to
develop communication skills and meet new amazing people!

Well done to those students that participated in the Division
Athletics earlier this week! We are proud of how you represented
the school honourably.

In recent times, | have loved staying up to date with the social
media uploads on the Swan Hill College Facebook page - it is an
amazing opportunity for busy Year 12's, like myself, to be informed
on all the incredible work of all the students and staff within the
SHC community.

Best of luck to all VCE students beginning preparation for their end
of year exams! Remember to continue to uplift each other, and
seek advice and support in staff and peers.

Dekoda Barber—School Captain
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On August 19", our Year 12 VM and several VCE students set
off on the 6:50am train to Melbourne for their Urban City
Camp.

The camp spanned three busy days. The VM students took the
lead by working out a viable budget for the camp and planning
the itinerary. They enjoyed a wide range of activities, including
Bounce, cinemas, go-kart racing, a trip to the zoo, 10-pin
bowling, ice skating, and an escape room.

For many, the highlight was the Big Issue Information Session
and Challenge, where students learned about homelessness.
They then navigated the city, using public transport or walking,
gaining firsthand insight into the challenges faced by homeless
people.

The camp concluded on Friday, with students returning to Swan
Hill on the evening train. Despite the exhaustion, many
commented that it was the best camp they had ever
experienced.

TRACKSIDE TRIUMPHS

This week, over 100 students travelled to Kerang to represent
the College at the Swan Hill Division Athletics. After a busy day
of competing across multiple events, Swan Hill finished in 2M
place overall, just 60 points behind Mackillop.

Congratulations to Elijah Curran, Ruby Ryan, Milla Stewart,
Darcy Butler, and Maisy Manuel for being awarded Age Level
Champions.

Special shout out to our new record holders: Darcy Butler (20yo
Javelin and High Jump), Clem Harris (15yo 1500m), Ruby Ryan
(15yo High Jump), and the 20yo 4x100m relay team—Ethan
Curran, Darcy Butler, Harry Bryan, and Rylan Barnes.

We now look forward to the LMR Athletics in Bendigo early in
Term 4!

James Downing—Extra-Curricular Sport
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Swan Hill College is excited to announce that we have been allocated
four positions for the Alpine School for Leadership in Term 1, 2026.

This is a fantastic opportunity for Year 9 students to develop
leadership skills, build confidence, and connect with like-minded
peers from other schools. The leadership camp features workshops,
team challenges, and inspiring guest speakers.

Jake Steer, a past Alpine student, shared his transformative
experience at camp, highlighting the ‘1st Expo’, a camp within the
camp, as the most memorable moment. “It was tough and designed
to make you want to give up — but pushing through taught me real
perseverance.”

The camp also provided valuable time for self-reflection. “Having
free time and dedicated reflection helped me compare how | live at
home versus at camp. It made me think differently about myself and
how | do things.”

What surprised Jake the most? “The people — the teachers were
great, and the students were all keen to be there. You quickly realise
everyone’s in the same boat, which makes connecting easier.”

Jake’s message to future students: “It's a great experience. You'll
meet a bunch of new people — it’s even worth missing footy season
for.”

For more information, please contact the Junior Sub office or reach
out to past students. Applications close Friday, September 19",

On August 27”’, more than 10 students
took part in a canvas bag decorating
workshop during lunchtime, led by Miss Lai
and student sustainability leader,
Esperanza.

Students created some amazing and unique
designs, promoting the importance of
reusing bags instead of relying on
disposable ones. The workshop was a fun
and creative way to support sustainable
habits in our school community.

Sustainability is vital for protecting our
environment and ensuring a healthier
future for generations to come — and here
at the College, we are proud supporters of
sustainability initiatives like this one.

SUSTAINABILITY IN ACTION

SWAN HILL COLLEGE CALENDAR

September 8-9

Year 9 Rec Ed camp

September 8 Swan Hill Field & Game Annual Clay Target Shoot

September 10 VET Automotive Industry Tour - Yrs. 10-12

September 10-11 | Marruk Project

September 11 RUOK? Day
Ag Industry Expo

Senior School Captain speeches

September 15 Parent Teacher Interviews - Students only required onsite

for booked interviews

September 17 End of Term Assemblies; families welcome

Y10-9:00, Y8- 9:48, Y9- 11:09, Y11- 11:57, Y7- 2:27

September 18 Yrs. 10-12 VET Engineering day excursion

VCE PE Exam Revision Lecture

September 19 MND Casual Dress day
End of Year Assembly; families welcome Y12- 11:57
Unit 3+4 Practice Exams

Last day Term 3 - 2:15pm finish

October 6 Term 4 commences
Unit 3+4 Practice Exams
October 7 Unit 3+4 Practice Exams
October 13 MMLLEN Real Industry Job Interviews; Yr. 10

All SHC dates can be located on our website at
www.shc.vic.edu.au/calendar/
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