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PRINCIPAL’S REPORT

Farewell to the Class of 2025

Welcome back to Term 4! It's been fantastic to see everyone slide back into routine so
smoothly — uniforms found, alarm clocks (mostly) working, and classrooms buzzing again.
Term 4 is always a big one, full of celebrations, milestones and the occasional scramble to
the finish line. While we’re excited to welcome our new students and families who will join
us in 2026, we're also preparing to say goodbye to our Class of 2025 — a moment that
brings pride, excitement, and maybe a few tissues.

To the families of our Year 12 students

For some of you, this marks the end of your family’s secondary school journey. For others,
it's the first of a few farewell laps still to come. However you’re feeling, this is a special
time. Each student has carved their own unique pathway, and the weeks ahead — exams,
first jobs, gap years, or simply working out what’s next — are both thrilling and nerve-
racking (sometimes all before breakfast).

On Tuesday, October 21, we’ll hold the final public roll call for the Class of 2025. It’s a
tradition that’s always filled with energy and emotion as we officially send our Year 12s off
to study, start work, or take their next steps. All families are warmly invited to join us.
We'll also take this moment to farewell our 2025 School Captains and welcome our 2026
leaders — a lovely “changing of the guard.”

As exams begin, the College will remain a steady base for students who need a place to
study or a little extra help. The Careers team is also ready to jump in with resumes,
university preferences, or a pep talk if needed.

To the families of students sitting exams, | encourage you to talk openly with your child
about what they need during this time. Four weeks can feel both endless and over in a
flash. Your support, encouragement, and maybe a few extra snacks will make a world of
difference. And please remind them — while exams matter, they don’t define everything.
There are many ways to reach their goals, and being able to say “I gave it my best shot”
truly counts for more than a number on a page.

For families of our VM and non-scored students, a different adventure begins. Your young
person is stepping into the adult world — new routines, responsibilities, longer work
hours, no bells, and perhaps a newfound appreciation for weekends. It’s a big shift, and
yes, they might roll their eyes when you share stories about your “first job,” but it’s all part
of the ride.

On Thursday, November 21, we’ll come together again for our Graduation Ceremony — a
highlight of the year. It's a chance to get dressed up, celebrate everything these young
people have achieved over the last 13 years, and reflect on the journey that’s brought
them here.

As this chapter closes for the Class of 2025, a new one begins. We're incredibly proud of
the young adults they’ve become and can’t wait to see what’s ahead.

De Rosewarne - Principal
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Swan Hill College is offering an AFL Traineeship for 2026 aimed at current Year 12 students interested in sports and
education. The SportsReady program combines studying a Sport and Recreation Certificate with practical experience
working closely with PE teachers and school staff. Trainees gain real-world skills in teaching and sports development by
managing classes, supporting school sporting events, and helping students settle in.

Koben, a current trainee, shares that the program allowed him to take his own class, which helped him build strong
relationships with students and develop valuable teaching experience. He recommends the traineeship for those unsure
about their future, as it provides clarity and hands-on job experience. Oscar highlights gaining confidence in front of a
class and learning classroom control as key skills. He also values the connections made with students and advises
trainees to have fun, be a friend and role model, and enjoy the job.

Overall, the AFL traineeship is a rewarding opportunity that equips young people with practical skills and real-world
insights, preparing them for future careers in sports and education.

Applications are to be sent to the school principal, Mrs Rosewarne by Friday, October 24th.

SENATOR VISITS OUR SCHOOL

Senator Jana Stewart, a Labour Senator for Victoria and Indigenous alumna of Swan Hill

College, recently visited our school to share her inspiring story with students.

She spoke openly about her childhood challenges, including attending many primary schools
and experiencing domestic violence and drug issues at home. Senator Stewart said that while
your background could hold you back, it can also shape who you become. She described
herself as “no one special,” but emphasized that hard work, taking opportunities, and building
relationships helped her succeed.

During her visit, Senator Stewart expressed a keen interest in hearing from our students about
the biggest hurdles faced by regional schools. This conversation highlighted the unique i
challenges these schools face and gave her a better understanding of the issues. She also
offered interested students the opportunity to shadow her as part of a work experience
placement — paving the way for our students. When asked about being a woman in
Parliament, she said she feels she belongs and acknowledged the women who paved the way §
for her. More women in politics, she said, means more solidarity. ;

On education, Senator Stewart wants “true history” taught,

backgrounds. She reminded students that Australia’s §
strength lies in its diversity and immigrant roots.
Her visit was a powerful reminder that resilience and

opportunity can lead to meaningful change.

Last week, 25 college students travelled to Bendigo to compete in the |
Loddon Mallee Region Athletics. Participating in multiple events, our
athletes achieved several impressive placings. A special congratulations to {
Ruby Ryan (Year 9), Ruby Zanker (Year 11), and Milla Stewart (Year 11), | ;
who have qualified for the State Championships in Melbourne later this %

term. Well done to all the students who took part!

As we wrap up the first week back of Term 4, it’s great to see everyone settling into the school routine once again. For those undertaking
Year 12 subjects, this time of year brings both challenge and anticipation, with final exams just around the corner. Fortunately, the warm
spring sunshine has made recess and lunch even more enjoyable as the weather continues to improve.

Last week, Swan Hill College students proudly represented the school at the regional athletics carnival, achieving some outstanding results.

Well done to everyone who competed. Your efforts are commendable!

With this being the final term of the year, a sense of fatigue is beginning to set in, but | encourage everyone to stay focused and make the
most of the time we have left. As a Year 12 student graduating in just four days, | can’t stress enough how quickly time flies, so be sure to

enjoy every moment.

Across the school, we’ve seen some incredible assessment results, a testament to the ongoing hard work and commitment of students

striving for excellence.

Our Year 10 students recently participated in mock interviews, helping to prepare them for the workforce and life beyond school, a

valuable experience for all involved.

Congratulations to the newly announced student leaders for 2026! Your leadership journey is just beginning, and | also want to

acknowledge and applaud everyone who applied. It takes courage to put yourself forward.

Let’s finish the year on a high note, stay positive, stay motivated, and make every moment count!

SWAN HILL COLLEGE CALENDAR

October 17 2026 Year 7 Scholarship applications due

October 20 State Athletics
School Council meeting

October 21 Whole School Assembly / Year 12 Farewell; families
welcome; 9.45am - Swan Hill Aquatic & Recreation Centre
White card Training

October 22 Instrumental Students, Hope Aged Care excursion

October 28-Nov 19 | Units 3+4 Written Exams

October 30 VET Engineering excursion, Bendigo
November 3 Student Free Day
November 4 Melbourne Cup

November 5-7 Year 9 Camp, Melbourne

November 10-12 Yr. 12 FLO Camp, Geelong

November 11 Remembrance Day

November 13 Yr. 10 Everyday Maths Meets Adventure excursion

All SHC dates can be located on our website at

Alix O’Meara - School Captain www.shc.vic.edu.au/calendar/

Swan Hill College would like +o thank the following businesses and oraavisations for +heir support...
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You will never
get these

memories -~ .

back!
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Did you miss ordering the first time round?
We’ve got you covered!

School photos happen only once a year and we all know they grow up quickly and
now is the time to grab a record of this moment in time.

When you place any order in our second chance offering we
will include a Hi Res download and a gift pack for special
occasions COMPLETELY FREE!

*includes 4 pack of special occasion of your choosing

To order your school photos, simply scan the QR code or visit leadingimage.com.au.
Here you can enter your unique child access key, select and purchase your preferred
package and we will send it directly to you!

Jump in and don’t miss out on this second chance special offer!
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