( ~

SWAN HILL COLLEGE

Edition 17
Friday, October 31

PRINCIPAL’S REPORT

VCE Exams and Student Success

Our VCE students have hit the ground running this week with their
exams. For most, the English exam on Tuesday marked the official
beginning, and it was heartening to see how they supported one
another through the nerves and excitement of the day. Since then,
they have approached each exam with a calm, positive mindset and
a strong sense of purpose. We are incredibly proud of the way they
are conducting themselves and look forward to seeing the rewards
of their hard work and dedication.

Cyber Safety Reminder

Recently, we have had a few concerns arise around cyber safety. It’s
a timely reminder that the government’s mobile phone ban in
schools exists to help protect students from many of these issues,
and your continued support of this policy makes a real difference.
When social media is used inappropriately or in harmful ways, the
situation can quickly grow beyond what we as educators can manage
alone, often requiring police involvement. What we can do is work
with families to support students in understanding the long-term
impact of their online actions. Once something is posted, it can’t
truly be taken back.

Sarah is currently arranging for cyber safety experts to visit Swan Hill
College next year to educate students, families and staff about the
rapidly changing digital world. | strongly encourage all families to
attend this important session once details are confirmed. In the
meantime, please take the time to sit with your child—no matter
their age—and explore together what social media they are engaging
with.

Week 5 Reminders
A reminder to families that Monday 3 November is a pupil-free day,
followed by the public holiday on Tuesday 4 November. For the rest
of that week, | will be attending the Year 9 Camp, and Sarah, Gabe,
Cameron and Luke will be available to assist with any enquiries.
Enjoy the extra-long weekend with your families!

De Rosewarne - Principal
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Since last week, the school has felt emptier with our Year 12s having
graduated after an assembly to give them the proper farewell they
deserve. Now they are no longer attending day-to-day classes, and
instead, some can be found studying to get ready for exams. We
wish them all the best for not only their exams but the years to
come.

Year 9s are getting prepared for their Melbourne trip that’s on
Wednesday next week, with many fun activities planned. Students
can’t wait!

We also had a fire drill this week. It was all in order, although we
started to get a bit restless sitting in the sun on the scratchy grass.
Once the teachers had ticked all the boxes they needed to, all the
students headed off together—ready for a well-earned, slightly
delayed lunch!

Since the finish line of my final year in Year 9 is getting closer, I’'m sad
that my time as Junior School Captain is also running out. Although |
was away for nine weeks, | have still enjoyed the tasks and
responsibilities | have been handed, including writing pieces like this
one, talking in assemblies, meeting with Senator Jana Stewart, and
other small jobs. | would recommend all younger students apply for
School Captain, as it is a great learning experience that everyone can
benefit from.

Ruby Eastwood - Junior School Captain
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LEADING

Leaders.

Student leaders help create a positive and inclusive school community by
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Swan Hill College would like to congratulate all of our 2026 Leaders. This week highlighting our Senior & Junior Captains, and Vocational Major

representing their peers, organising activities, and promoting respect and
teamwork. They develop valuable leadership skills while helping make the school a place where everyone feels supported and included.
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2026 Junior School Captains

MARRUK—HUNTER & HAWK

Hunter and Hawk, performed by Marruk, was a powerful and
captivating show recently held at Harrison Hall. Showcasing the
incredible talent of two local Indigenous men, the performance
beautifully blended storytelling, dance, and live music to share
meaningful messages about culture, identity, and connection.

After performing for the school, Swan Hill College students proudly
joined in for the community performance, further strengthening the
sense of unity and celebration.
Students, staff, and the wider
community thoroughly enjoyed
this inspiring showcase of
Indigenous talent and story-
telling.

Last week we held our annual whole [
school assembly where we farewelled our !

Year 12 Class of 2025. Students are now J
taking part in their Unit 3+4 exams, until

Congratulations to all the talented young storytellers who took part in this
year’s Young Writers Award Writing Competition! The competition invited
Primary & Secondary students from across the Swan Hill district to craft
original narratives inspired by the theme “The Day Social Media
Disappeared.”

Each entry showcased incredible creativity, imagination, and storytelling
skill — proving once again that our local students have bright literary
futures ahead.

Winners were announced at a presentation held at the Swan Hill Regional
Library on Wednesday, 22 October 2025.

College winners included Maddy Walker, Esperanza Rodriguez and Holly
Date. Merit Awards went to Mary-Jane Donlon (Yr. 11), Amelia Mcintyre
(Yr.9), and Evelyn Ishita (Yr. 8).

A huge congratulations once again to all the winners, finalists, and

participants—your creativity truly makes our community shine!
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Year 8 Winner
Holly Date

Year 11 Winner Year 9 Winner

Maddy Walker Esperanza Rodriguez

November 19.

SWAN HILL COLLEGE CALENDAR

November 3

Student Free Day

November 4 Melbourne Cup holiday

November 5-7 Year 9 Camp, Melbourne

November 10-12 Yr. 12 FLO Camp, Geelong

November 11 Remembrance Day

November 13 Year 9 Alpine CLP - AFL Clinic

November 14 Yr. 10 Everyday Maths Meets Adventure excursion

November 17-21 Year 10/11 Exams

November 17 Clontarf Academy Presentation Evening

School Council meeting

November 21 Year 12 Graduation Evening

November 24-28 Jump Start

December 4 Year 9 Celebrations

FLO Presentation Evening

VICTORIA POLICE

Swan Hill College would like +o thank the following businesses and oraavisations for +heir support...
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FIREWORKS.
MIDNIGHT SWAN HILL FROM 6.30PM GOLD COIN

COUNTDOWN JOCKEYCLUB TO1.00AM DONATION 4

W GO TOWARDS — SHDH SWAN HILL DISTRICT
HEALTH AND THE SWAN HILL MRI MACHINE.
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Swan Hill Town Hall | Ipm and Zpm shows
Tickets purchased from the Town Hall Box Office




