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SWAN HILL COLLEGE

Friday June 12, 2026

Principal’s Report

Cross Country Success

Congratulations to our students who represented Swan Hill College at the LMR
Cross Country in St Arnaud last week. Competing under some very challenging
weather conditions, our students demonstrated resilience, determination and
great sportsmanship throughout the day.

Well done to Ava McCombe, Memphis McMahon, Charlie Gracia, Prue O'Sullivan,
Jaron Cardenas, Kruz Hazlett, Elijah Curran, Mollie Beard, Ruby Gracia, Lil Gray,
Oliver Pye and Tom Pye on your efforts and the way you represented both
yourselves and the College.

A special congratulations to Ava, Memphis, Charlie and Prue who have now
progressed through to State Cross Country. This is an outstanding achievement
and our entire school community will be cheering you on as you prepare for the
next stage.

Transition Excitement

We continue to receive enquiries from families seeking tours of Swan Hill College
for themselves and their Grade 6 students, which is always exciting as we begin
looking ahead to 2027.

If you are considering Swan Hill College and have not yet had the opportunity to
visit, please do not hesitate to contact us. We are always happy to show families
around, answer questions and help students begin to imagine themselves here.
With strong wellbeing supports, diverse pathways, extensive subject offerings and
excellent facilities, we encourage families to take the time to explore all that Swan
Hill College has to offer before making their decision.

VICSRC Leadership

Recently, Swan Hill College was proud to host the Victorian Student Representative
Council (VICSRC) event.

Congratulations to vy Frost and Kruz Hazlett for participating in the event, and to
Patience Furniss and Ruby Eastwood who took on the important role of Congress
Facilitators for the day.

A special thank you also to Luke Dalton for overseeing the event. By all reports, he
was incredibly proud of the way these students conducted themselves and
represented their families, Swan Hill College and our wider community.
Opportunities like this allow our students to develop leadership skills, confidence
and student voice while connecting with others from across Victoria.

Exam Season Approaches

Exams for our Year 10 and Year 11 students are fast approaching, with students
undertaking their assessment program during the week beginning 15 June.

Year 11 students will follow the published exam timetable, while Year 10 students
will complete exams within their classes.

These assessments provide valuable opportunities for students to consolidate their
understanding, seek feedback, reflect on their progress and begin thinking
carefully about subject selections and pathways as they move into their senior
years. They also help students develop important exam skills, including
preparation, organisation and working under formal assessment conditions.

In addition, our VCE and VCE VM students will undertake the GAT on 16 June. This
will be a pupil-free day for all other students while staff use the day to mark exams
and finalise reports.

If families have any questions regarding exams or the GAT, please reach out to our
Senior School team.

As winter begins to settle in, this can often feel like a long and demanding stretch
of the term, with illness and fatigue becoming more common. | continue to be
incredibly proud of our students and the way they continue to show up, persevere
and strive to do their best each day. That commitment, effort and resilience are all
we can ask for—and we look forward to celebrating their achievements as the term
continues.

De Rosewarne - Principal
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Student Voice

Responsibility
As we move into the next few weeks, many of our Year 9 students are preparing for
the upcoming Morrisby interviews. These interviews provide students with a
valuable opportunity to explore their strengths, interests and future pathways. We
encourage students to approach the experience with confidence, respect and an
open mind as they begin thinking about their future goals. This is also an
opportunity for students to demonstrate responsibility by engaging thoughtfully
and making the most of the information and feedback provided.
Well done to all the students who competed at the LMR Cross Country in St Arnaud,
and congratulations to Ava, Memphis, Charlie and Prue, who will be representing
our school at State Cross Country later in the year.
Our Year 11 and Year 12 students will also be completing the GAT in the coming
weeks. This is another important opportunity for students to demonstrate
responsibility by preparing appropriately and giving their best effort. We wish them
all the best and hope their preparation pays off.

Audrey Ibbs - Junior School Captain

End of Term Assemblies

As we approach the end of Term, each year level will come together for their own
End of Term Assembly. Families are warmly invited to attend these assemblies,
which provide an opportunity to reflect on the term, celebrate student
achievement and acknowledge the positive contributions made across the school
community.

During each assembly, we will recognise
students in a range of areas, including 100%
Attendance, Student of the Term and Positive _: ASSEMBLY TIMES :‘
Behaviour Support (PBS) awards. These
acknowledgements highlight the importance

THURSDAY 19 JUNE
of consistency, effort, engagement and
positive behaviour in supporting success at YEAR 7 9.00AM

school.

We look forward to celebrating the YEAR S8 9.45am

achievements of our students and welcoming

families to join in recognising the many YEARQ 11.10aM

waysthey continue to contribute to a

respectful and supportive school environment. YEAR 10 1.40pPM

We look forward to celebrating the

achievements of our students and welcoming
families to join us in recognising the many YEAR 12 2'30PM
MONDAY 22 JUNE

ways they continue to contribute to a
YEAR11 1.40pm

respectful and supportive school environment.

Fwies_ are wam{j invited to atlend.

2026 Important Dates

June 15-19 Year 9 Morrisbly Interviews
Year 10 & 11 Exams

June 16 Student Free Day
GAT
June 17 ADF Presentation

Chicago Teen Edition rehearsals

June 18 Healthy Headspace workshop

Musical Performance, Harrison Hall; 5:30pm - 6:30pm
June 19 & 22 End of Term Assemblies
June 23 Year 11 into 12 subject selections

Year 9 Guest Speaker; Ben Pettingill

June 23-26 Year 8 Snow Camp
June 24 Chicago Teen Edition rehearsals
June 26 Last day of Term 2 - 2:15pm finish (casual dress - wear orange)
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Achieving Excellence Together

Beyond the School Gates

Our alumni continue to inspire us with the many different pathways they take after
leaving Swan Hill College. In this edition, we catch up with another past student as
they reflect on their journey through university, career opportunities, family life,
and the experiences that have shaped them since graduating.

After finishing up Year 12 at Swan Hill College, |
jumped straight into a Bachelor of Computer
Science at La Trobe University in Bundoora. Here,
| felt like | was ahead of the curve in many of my
subjects, thanks to studying VCE Software
Development and completing my IT school-based
apprenticeship. This early success led to me being
able to work part-time as a tutor (running practical
classes, assignment help sessions, and
assignment marking) for a number of my favourite
classes! | finished off my 3-year degree with a
summer internship at a large tech company in
Brisbane, before going straight into the workforce.
My first job out of uni was as a Software
Developer at Box Hill Institute, maintaining their
learning management platform and various other small systems. Here is where |
started my specialisation as a full-stack web developer, building out both server and
client-side components of websites. | grew rapidly here, but after nearly 2 years | felt
like | was approaching the limit of what | could learn in the small team and decided to
make the leap into the private sector.
| jumped into the deep end here, working for a cryptocurrency payment provider
when the industry was experiencing massive growth. This was my first taste of
working in a dedicated software company, and a whole world of new growth
opportunities had opened up. Here, | had the pleasure of focusing on the legal
compliance of the systems, spending my time on things like application security,
reporting, and fraud detection, and was mentored by some amazing developers.
Unfortunately, it was only about 10 months before the market suffered a major
crash, and | ended up moving to my current workplace.
For coming up on 4 years now, I've been working as a Software Engineer at Aussie
Broadband, one of the fastest-growing ISPs in the country, and | absolutely love my
job. After a couple of years maintaining our sales platform, I've moved to focusing on
building new critical systems from the ground up. We're regularly given the
opportunities to pitch our ideas, grow our skills, and learn from other developers,
which | feel is absolutely essential in a field that changes so rapidly.
| live and work in Melbourne these days due to the nature of the industry and work
opportunities; however, one huge perk of working in IT is that much of my work is
completed online from home.

James Schifferle - Swan Hill College Dux, 2016

School Production: Chicago (Teen Edition)

Our talented students are excited to present this year’'s school
production, Chicago: Teen Edition, taking place on July 30, 31
and August 1, with all performances commencing at 7:30pm.
The cast and crew have been working incredibly hard to bring
thisvibrant and energetic show to life. From rehearsals to set
design, choreography to vocals, students have demonstrated
outstanding commitment, creativity and teamwork throughout
the entire production process.

We warmly invite families, friends and the wider community to come along and
support our students as they take to the stage.

This is a fantastic opportunity to experience the
dedication and talent of our young performers
in what promises to be a highly entertaining
show.

Tickets are available via the QR code, as well as
through our Facebook page, school website, or
the general office.

Don't miss this exciting production—come
along and enjoy a memorable night of music,
dance and theatre.

POLICY UPDATES

The following policy has recently been updated:
¢ Fundraising Policy

Families can access the updated policy, as well as other College policies and
documents, via the Swan Hill College Policies and Documents page:
www.shc.vic.edu.au/policies-documents/

Wellbeing News
Student Medical Plans

At Swan Hill College, the safety and wellbeing of every student is a priority. To
ensure we can provide appropriate care and support during the school day,
families are required to complete a Student Health Support Plan for any student
with ongoing medical needs.

These plans provide staff with important information about a student's medical
condition, required medications, symptoms to watch for, and the appropriate
response in an emergency. Where relevant, Student Health Support Plans must
also be accompanied by current medical management plans, including Asthma
Action Plans and ASCIA Anaphylaxis or Allergy Plans, completed by a medical
practitioner.

Our Doctors in Secondary Schools program provides a convenient opportunity for
families to have these plans completed. The doctor attends Swan Hill College each
Wednesday. To make an appointment, please contact Swan Hill Primary Health on
5033 9900.

Keeping this information up to date helps staff respond quickly and appropriately,
ensuring a safe learning environment for all students.

Please return your student medical records.
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» Pricritise sleep.
Start swikhjng off screens at least 1-2 heurs
before bed. Try something <alming, like reading or
stretching, to help signal o your brain that it's
time to rest.

s Creafe a study plan and stick fo it
I¥ll help reduce stress and give you a sense of
control.

 Pause and breathe.
If you feel overwhelmed, toke three deep breaths
- in through the nose, hold, then out through the
mouth. Repeat.

* Re-read instructions.
Slow down and ge over what you need fo do, THl
help clarify your thoughts and help get you back

on track.

* Toke resu|ar' Breaks
Even short breaks can help your brain reset. Use
them }o exercise, relax Or_juS‘l' get some fresh air

After.

= MO\I'B on.

If you get stuck on a question, skip it and come
back fo it later with a fresh perspective.

o Reflect and release.
Jot down what went well, what was chal]enging
and how you coped. Then put it all eut of your
mind.

* Reward yourself.
Do something fun, eat semething delicious, or be
with geed pecple.

e Look Ahead.
Think abeut what you learned frem this exam and

T¥'s nermal 4o feel nervous or
anxieus about exams. If you're
werrying te much it impacts your
sleep, study or overall wellbeing,
it's a geed idea to take steps o
manage it.

how yeu can improve for the next ene.


http://www.shc.vic.edu.au/policies-documents/
https://www.trybooking.com/events/landing/1580695




MATES ON A MISSION

School sessions are powerful, interactive and provide practical tools for
students to take away. Sessions challenge students to deeply consider the
way they think about and process challenge, and highlight the enormous
benefits gained from proactively looking after your own and others
mental health and wellbeing

Community sessions are down to earth, relatable and a great reason to
come together, and connect as a community. They involve plenty of
Legless & Blind storytelling and trademark humour along with a heap of
practical tools that we can all take away to help look after ourselves and
each other when it comes to getting through tough times.

Mates On A Mission is fully supported by Ski For Life and comes at no cost
to the schools or community. Ski for Life is excited to be bringing Mates
On A Mission to North West NSW.If you are interested in more information
about the program, keen to host an event or help promote in any way get
in touch!

hello@realliferesilience.com.au
0408 570 952

WANT TO HEAR FROM THE BOYS
BETWEEN NOW & THEN?

Tune in to Talkin Tough, a podcast

sharing real life stories, with real
people that show that the tough is in
the talking. Search Talkin Tough on all

major podcast platforms! Sk. ]I ,‘F
Listen on "For l e

Apple Podcasts

PROUDLY BOUGHT TO YOU BY
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